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By Deacon James Steinberg 
IMPERIAL BEACH — The poster 


you see to the left has shown up in a 
number of U.S. cities. It hasn’t appeared 
in Southern California — yet. But there’s 
anti-Catholic bigotry much like it closer 
to home. For instance, did you know that: 


e The Jesuits are the real power 
behind the Vatican and the Dominican 
order, and that the prime mission of the 
Jesuits is to infiltrate and destroy 
Protestant churches? 


e Tunnels connect Roman Catholic 
convents and monasteries, and that the 
offspring of illicit sexual unions between 
priests and women Religious are 
routinely suffocated and buried by the 
hundreds in_ special underground 
chambers? 


e The original Latin text of St. 
Augustine’s The City of God, long 
suppressed by the Vatican, says ‘“‘that 


God granted the pope the divine right as 
Jesus Christ on earth to secretly control 
the population in every country through 


education, politics, economics and 
military might’? 
¢ Catholics, including. seminarians, 


are not allowed to read the Bible? 


® ‘‘The Roman Catholic institution 
from 1200 A.D. has produced 68 million 
victims?’”’ 

e And, oh yes, that 
murdered Abraham Lincoln? 


the Jesuits 


This is just a sampling of what’s being 
peddled to neighborhood youngsters 
along with candy bars and ‘“‘Big Gulp’’ 
drinks at the 7-Eleven store at 13th Street 


Catechism off market at Vatican’s request 


By Cindy Wooden 
NC News Service 


Paulist Press has halted circulation of 
its popular adult catechism, Christ Among 
Us, at the request of the Vatican’s 
doctrinal congregation, the publishing 


Late vocations; 
The same, 
but different 


By Susan Nowak 


Discovering a vocation later in life is a 
mixed blessing that does not necessarily 
make the delayed vocation different, local 
priests and Religious agreed. 


Father Joseph Halter, associate pastor 
at Mission San Diego de Alcala, doesn’t 
feel any different from other priests, he 
said. However, he was ordained in 1962 
on his 59th birthday and is probably the 
latest vocation in the diocese. 


SISTER PAULA Thompson, prioress 
of the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, was just 24 when she entered 
the convent. But some of her novitiate 
classmates hadn’t. even finished high 
school; she had earned a master’s degree 
and worked as a nurse. 


Father Hal Tindall, associate pastor of 
Holy Spirit parish, was 39 when he 
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company announced April 16. 


The action was taken, Paulist said, 
because the Vatican congregation had 
found the book ‘‘not suitable as a 
catechetical text.’’ 


A PAULIST Press statement said the 
book would not be revised and reissued 
because the doctrinal congregation had 
determined that even with ‘‘substantial 
corrections’’ it would still not be suitable. 


The book, first published in 1967 and 
revised three times since, most recently in 
1981, has been used widely in classes for 
people inquiring about Catholic faith and 
practices. 


Some 1.6 million copies have been 
sold, including 166,000 in 1983, Paulist 
Press said. The book was written by 
Anthony J. Wilhelm, a Paulist who left 
the priesthood in 1975. 


IN ITS statement Paulist said 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of the 
Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, had asked in a Feb. 28 letter 
that the book be withdrawn from 
circulation. The letter went to Archbishop 
Peter L. Gerety of Newark, N.J., whose 
imprimatur appears in the book’s most 
recent edition. Paulist Press is 
headquartered: in Ramsey, N.J., in the 
Newark Archdiocese. 


The imprimatur’ is an official 
declaration that a book is free of doctrinal 
or moral error, but does not imply that 
the person giving the imprimatur agrees 
with the contents, opinions or statements 
in the book. 


Archbishop Gerety said in a_ brief 
statement he was immediately removing 
his imprimatur from Christ Among Us 
and had informed Paulist Press of his 
action. 


PAULIST PRESS said it had 
informed Cardinal Ratzinger of the 
withdrawal of the book from circulation 
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Father Patrick J. Mullarkey 
‘A disgrace’ 


and Coronado Avenue; the store is just a 
few blocks from St. Charles Church, the 
parish grade school and nearby. Marian 
High School. 


‘‘We’re probably the only 7-Eleven in 
town who has ‘em,’’ said owner Roger 
Sandoval, who along with his wife Dottie, 
operates the 7-Eleven here. He was 
referring to ‘‘comic books’’ produced by 
Chick Publications of Chino, which for 
the past few years has been carrying on an 


- evangelical crusade against the Roman 


Catholic Church through many 
‘‘Christian’’ book stores. 


‘“‘CHICK PUBLICATIONS are soul- 
winning tools,’’ Sandoval said. “‘He takes 
the simple truth out of the Bible.’’ 

Father Patrick J. Mullarkey, pastor of 
St. Charles Church, understandably does 
not share Sandoval’s high opinion of the 
Chick publications. 

“*The least you can say is that they’re 
anti-Catholic and a disgrace,’’ said 
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NC photo by Deacon James Sicinberg 


RETIRED PRIEST — Msgr. Daniel Ryan, pastor emeritus of St. Rose of Lima Church, 
Chula Vista, celebrates daily Mass in his apartment adjoining the rectory. His picture 
accompanied a nationally syndicated NC News feature on vocations distributed to 
more than 140 national and diocesan Catholic newspapers. 


NC photo 


GIFT FOR POPE — Pope John Paul talks with three officials of the Canon Law 
Society of America in St. Peter's Square as they present him with a specially bound 
copy of the English-Latin edition of the new Code of Canon Law prepared by the 


society. 


Briefs 


OWN AGENDA? — Critics of the U.S. 
bishops’ ‘‘political activism’’ usually complain 
because they have ‘‘a political agenda that is 
different from the bishops,’’ said Jesuit Father 
Joseph O’Hare at the annual John Courtney 
Murray lecture April 17 in New York: ‘‘Let 
them argue with the bishops,’’ he said, ‘‘but 
don’t say the bishops have no right to argue,”’ 


‘INDEBTED’ — The Catholic Church is 
indebted to the late Gen. Mark W. Clark for 
the humane way he governed Italy during 
World War II, said Bishop Ernest L. 
Unterkoefler of Charleston, S.C. April 17. 
Gen. Clark, liberator of Rome and once 
nominated by President Harry Truman for 
ambassador to the Holy See, died April 17 at 
the age of 87: He was said to be closely 
associated with Popes Pius XII and Paul VI. 

‘STRENGTHENS IT’ — Consultation by 
bishops with the laity strengthens, not 
weakens, the teaching authority of the 
hierarchy, said Archbishop Rembert G. 
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Weakland of Milwaukee. He chairs the U.S. 
bishops’ committee that will draft an expected 


_ pastoral letter on economic. issues, and will 
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consult with representatives of business, labor, 
economics, government, theology, the poor 
and other groups. 

SYMPTOMATIC — The murder of 10 
people in a Brooklyn, N.Y., home was a 
symptom of ‘‘the powerlessness of the 
people,’’ said Capuchin Father Philip 
Fabiano, pastor of St. Michael Church, the 
parish in which the killings occurred April 15. 
It was the largest mass killing in the memory of 
New York Police, and among the seven 
children killed were several who had been 
baptized and received confirmation and 
Communion at St. Michael’s. 


NO LOSSES — The ‘‘electronic church”’ 
does not take people away from local churches, 
and viewers continue to participate in and 
support their local congregations, said the 
authors of a study on religious television. The 
researchers said the ‘‘electronic church’’ wins 
few converts and its nationwide audience of 
13.3 million people is smaller than often 
estimated; the term covers any religious 
program sponsored by any religious group. 


PAPAL PRAISE — Pope John Paul II has 
praised the efforts of Colombia to seek a 
negotiated settlement to the Conflict in 
Central America. His remarks came as he 
accepted the credentials of the new Colombian 
ambassador to the Holy See, Miguel Escobeda 
Mendez. Colombia, Mexico, Venezuela and 
Panama form the Contadora group which is 
trying to foster regional negotiations in 
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Reaching out 


There is scarcely a family in the 
United States not affected in some way 
by the drug problem. The local school 
scene in recent months is ample 
evidence. But what about the countries 
in Central and South America where 
much of the drug traffic originates, 
where the drugs are grown and initially 
marketed? 

Take Bolivia, for example, which, 
along with Peru is the world’s largest 
producer of coca, the basis for 
producing cocaine on which U.S. 
youngsters are getting high. Profits in 
Bolivia are tempting and this 
encourages people to leave their 
underpaid jobs and get involved in the 
nefarious traffic. ‘‘Those who get 
involved in this dirty business know 
they act contrary to the divine law and 
ultimately abandon all religious 
practices,’’ states a report from the 
church in Bolivia. 

Recently, during a diocesan 
‘‘pastoral week’’ in Bolivia, 
missionaries and lay persons discussed 
the terrible effects on the lives of the 
faithful of this situation. In a joint 
letter, issued after the meeting, they 
said, ‘’The causes of this sad 
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Drugs cut into life and spread of faith 


Rev. Msgr. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office 


Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 
Tuesday, April 17 to May 12, Holy 
Sepulchre pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
Father Peter M. Escalante 
Secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 

Saturday, April 28, 5:30 p.m., National 
City, Guamanian Hall, Mass. 

Tuesday, May 1, 1 p.m., San Diego, 
Embarcadero, Retired Teachers Association of 
California, luncheon. 

Tuesday, May 1, 6:30 p.m., Chula Vista, 
St. Pius X Church, Mass and Confirmation. 

Wednesday, May 2, 5:30 p.m., Valley 
Center, St. Stephen’s Church, Mass and 
Confirmation. 
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Central America and by seeking an end to 
outside arms shipments and the withdrawal of 
all foreign military personnel in the area as 
first steps toward peace. 

BISHOPS ACCUSE — A Zimbabwean 
Catholic commission has defended a report by 
the country’s bishops which accuses 
government forces of killing, raping and 
torturing villagers in the southern province of 
Matabeleland. Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe had accused the bishops of supporting 
rebels fighting the government in the area. 
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with Deacon Michael Newman 


phenomenon are many: social, 
economic, political and cultural; 
generalized poverty, disorganization of 
the community, loss “of sense of 
responsibility by the authorities, loss of 
respect for authority and law, lack of 
jobs, insufficient wages, cultural 
alienation and the massive influence of 
the international drug market.’’ 


“The church leaders agreed that it is 
difficult to stop or even hinder the drug 
traffic because of ‘‘the astronomical 
sums at stake, under the indifferent 
gaze of the authorities.’’ 

Bishop Manuel Eguiguren and his 
pastoral team courageously condemned 
the whole scene because of the 
“compromise of the dignity of the 
human person.’’ 


They appealed to the ‘‘conscience of 
Christians’’ to remind them ‘‘that to 
receive the sacraments when they are 
associated in any manner with narcotics 
traffic is a grave sin.’ 

Missionaries in Bolivia and elsewhere 
have enough problems of poverty and 
indifference to face without the 
tremendous alienation caused by the 
drug trade. 
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Reports of blood on 
Eucharist, cloths, 
are investigated 


By Dan Pitre 
CORONA, Calif. (NC) — The 


Diocese of San Bernardino is 
investigating reports that blood appeared 
on the Eucharist consecrated by a newly 
ordained priest and on cloths he used to 
wipe his hands and forehead during 
Mass. 


The diocese formed a team of 
theologians, doctors and psychologists to 
investigate the reports by Father Jesus 
Dominguez, who said the events took 
place at Masses on the first three Fridays 
of Lent, March 9, 16 and 23. 


THE PRIEST is associate pastor at St. 
Edward Church in Corona, his first 
assignment. He was ordained Dec. 12. 


Father Dominguez said that what 
looked like blood appeared on the large 
host during the consecration at Masses 
the first two Fridays of Lent. He said the 
blood took the form of a cross and then 
settled into ‘‘four little dots.” 


He also said that at the Mass on the 
second Friday of Lent he was sweating 
profusely and wiped his forehead with a 
new, white handkerchief. 


WHEN HE looked at the handkerchief 
it was red, stained with what appeared to 
be blood, he said, although there were no 
signs of blood on his forehead when he 
wiped it. 

Apparently people who attended the 
two Masses and observed the occurrences 
spread the word. On March 23, the third 
Friday of Lent, Father Dominguez said, 
“the church was two-thirds full.”’ 


‘‘People had cameras and 
recorders. I was disgusted,’’ he said. 


FATHER DOMINGUEZ said that 
no blood appeared on the host at that 
Mass, but that his hands felt “‘warm, 
itchy, painful’? so he wiped them on a 
finger towel. 


tape 


__ Although there were no signs of blood 
“on his hands, “‘the towel got’ réd,’’ he 
said. 

He tried to keep the cloth from view, 
but some of the people saw it, he said. 
After the Mass some of them tried to take 
the cloth from him. 

THE RED-stained cloths will be 
examined and analyzed by the diocesan 
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LAKESIDE — The Sunday bulletin at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church has 
warned parishioners that two women 
dressed as nuns in black habits are in the 


area, saying they are from the ‘‘Mary 
Light Crusade’? of Phoenix, Ariz. 
‘Permission has not been given to them 
to solicit funds from the area; we believe 
they are imposters,’’ the bulletin stated. 


EASTER DINNER came one day early last weekend as more 
than 800 persons down on their luck and families having 
difficulties gathered in the Cathedral Club at St. Joseph 
Cathedral. Volunteers from Father Joe Carroll’s St. Vincent de 
Paul Center and the Catholic Workers, led by Mrs. Betty 
Watson, served complete dinners and distributed gift baskets 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


to the children; University of San Diego Alpha Omega Pi 
sorority members cooked and colored 500 Easter eggs. The 
volunteers gathered, cooked and served the food. This is the 
fourth year St. Vincent de Paul and the Catholic Workers have 
teamed up to serve the dinners. 


By Susan Nowak 


OCEANSIDE — Patricia Nichols 
remembers sobbing as she drove to Camp 
Pendleton to drop off her husband, a 
Marine, who was headed for Vietnam. 
Even now when she sees the barracks she 
left Robert at, images of the parting 
resurface. 


Happy to be Catholic: Pat and Bob Nichols 


After he left, she cried for two-days. ‘‘I 
used to light candles, too,’’ Pat said. She 
constantly prayed for,him:during the. 13 
months he spent in Vietnam in 1967 and 
’68. Bob and Pat had been married just 
17 months when he was sent away. 

THE COUPLE met in Duarte, 
though neither was a native Californian. 
Pat had moved from Rhode Island to the 
Los Angeles area with her family at age 
10. Bob grew up in Tucson, Ariz., and 
was assigned as a Marine to Southern 
California. 


Pat and her sister moved out on their 
own and were roommates in Duarte. The 
girls made a nine First Fridays devotion 
at a nearby church. There, they had their 
first glimpse of Bob, who served at the 
Masses. 


Pat was impressed ‘‘that a man would 
take an interest in Church’’ . besides 
Sunday Mass. She didn’t know it then, 
but she and Bob lived at the same 
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BIRTHDAY — Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez (foreground) was on hand April 18 as 
parishioners at St. Michael Church, Paradise Hills, helped Andrea Ortuno celebrate 
her 100th birthday. The bishop was the principal celebrant of the morning Mass in her 
honor, and a reception followed, a native of Bolivia, she moved here in 1955. 


Robert and Patricia Nichols 


‘Some insights into marriage’ 


apartment complex. They met at a party 
there. 


HE WAS 28 and “‘I had never really 
gone with.a girl for a long time,”’ he said. 
“‘None of the girls I went with really 
impressed me.”’ 


But Pat was different. ‘‘She was 
Catholic and she did go to Mass. She was 
close to her family, and to me family is a 
very important thing...It’s the backbone 
of everything.”’ 


Their family now includes Elizabeth, 
13, and Andrew, 8. The Nichols’ are 
trying to share their faith with the 
children. They’ve said a family rosary 
once this month and are trying to read the 
Bible together. 


BOB AND Pat went to one Friday 
night stations of the cross this Lent and 
decided to bring the children with them 
the next week. ‘“They need some kind of 
basics, some kind of groundwork,’’ Pat 
said. 


As members of St. Margaret Church, 
they feel like part of a parish family. Bob 
is a lector, Pat is a eucharistic minister 
and Beth is a gift bearer. Pat schedules 
RENEW groups, and last semester she 
and Bob hosted a small group. 


The Nichols were asked to attend a 
seminar in February 1981 and they 
weren’t even sure what it was about. It 
was then they were told about Evenings 
for the Engaged and asked to help. Pat 
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Beach house asked for six girls for Aug. 


“WANTED: One beach house at a 
reasonable price for August 1984 for six 
Navajo Indian youths, two Franciscan 
Sisters and a lay counselor.”’ 


Sister Angela Aldi, superior of the _ 


Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Sorrows recently wrote to Bishop 
Leo T. Maher asking for help in locating 
a beach house for the 12- to 17-year-old 
girls, who hope to visit from the 
‘*deprived’’ area of Gallup, N.M. 


‘““WE KNOW this is asking a lot, but 
we thought in these days where we are all 


thinking about the poor it would be an 
opportunity for some wealthy person to 
share with the Native Americans,’’ Sister 
Angela said in her letter. 


“‘We would be with the girls and 
promise to leave the place clean and neat 
and will not abuse the property,’’ she: 
added. 


The Franciscan Sisters in Gallup are 
trying to ‘“‘rehabilitate and educate’’ 
Native Americans there, they said. The 
Sisters also run,a food bank for the poor 
in the Gallup diocese. 
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) Viewpoint 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


If no one can be trusted.... 


When I was in Catholic high school, I was given a course in 
moral theology that devoted a lot of time to the topic of lying. 
Lying is defined as ‘‘uttering a falsehood with an intention to 
deceive.’’ Lies were especially damaging, the textbook said, 
because lies erode the implicit trust on which society is based. It 
was an impressive argument and | fos remembered it for over 
20 years. 


Put simply, if no one can be trusted, then life becomes 
incredibly more complicated and unpleasant. We have already 
witnessed the impact of street crime on the quality of life in our 
cities and the lengths to which people must go to protect 
themselves and their property. Millions of Americans live behind 
bars due to fear of intruders, and many Americans simply will 
not venture outside their homes at night. But no matter what 
steps we take, vulnerability remains part of our human situation. 


Trust is a very fragile thing. Once it has been bruised or even 
destroyed, I am not sure that it can ever be fully restored. 
Suspicion’ grows as trust dies, and a person becomes more 
withdrawn and guarded out of a desire to protect himself from 
further betrayal. Like the homeowner sitting behind iron bars 
and shielded by an electric alarm, the betrayed person puts: 
obstacles between herself and the liar. The damage done to the 
human spirit is incalculable. 

It is especially damaging when persons in positions of public 
trust, as well as private trust, are found to be lying. In my 
viewpoint, these persons should be judged not only on the basis 
of what is legal but also on the basis of what is ethical. They 
should be judged according to the proportion of power they have 
been granted by society. They have abused privileges which are 
not enjoyed by the average citizen. They should be judged by a 
standard which is also above the average. 


At the same time, I don’t think modern Americans can be too 
shocked to discover that someone among them is a liar. Lying has 
become a sad fact of life in these United States. With April 16 just 
behind us, we have recently concluded the lying season in our 
land. Tax time brings an epidemic of lies so vast and so pervasive 
that the feared Internal Revenue Service has no hope of 
discovering all those who ‘‘shaved’’ the truth in filing their 
returns. 


People scoff (defensively?) at the Freudian insight that adult 
behavior is grounded in childhood experience. But I think that 
the habit of lying vindicates Freud’s hypothesis. Children are 
taught at a very early age to answer the phone or the door and tell 
the unwanted caller that Mommy or Daddy is not home. This 
might be called a “‘polite lie,’’ but it only paves the way for 
bigger and worse things. 


A friend in the insurance business assures me that the lie 
thrives on insurance claims. Perhaps a youngster has witnessed 
adults ‘‘amplify’’ a claim for theft-loss. Or perhaps the entire 
claim for loss due to theft is a lie designed to replace a damaged 
stereo or microwave. 


Children may also witness parents lie to one another, about 
‘where they have been or what they have spent or what they have 
in their paycheck. In school, students easily become adept in 
cheating on exams or in sports and witness the apparent 
acceptance of this behavior. To many, thé important thing is not 
to get caught. 


The message our society gives about lying is a mixed message 
at best. It seems that success is far more highly valued than 
truthfulness. It also seems that guarding one’s standard of living 
is an absolute right which justifies the use of any means available. 


If we are to improve the moral climate and the quality of life, 
we must change our style of living. There can be no compromise 
with truth due to egotistical advantage. There can be no 
wavering from the standard that honesty is always the best 
policy...the best policy for us as well as for others. The price of 
being truthful is well worth it. 


Otherwise, the person who ¢ells a lie might find it all too easy to 
start /iving a lie. The personal cost as well as the cost to society of 
such untruthfulness is monumental. 
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Washington Letter 


By Cindy Liebhart 


Proposed legislation to increase the 
amount of educational children’s 
programming on network television has 
stirred impassioned support from more 
than 140 consumer, ~~ educational, 
professional and religious organizations. 
But the measure has not evoked similar 
favor among broadcasters. 


Known as the Children’s Television 
Education Act, the bill would require 
commercial TV _ stations to air a 
minimum of one hour of educational or 


_ Instructional programs for oe each 


weekday. 


Among its backers is ‘the U.S. Catholic 
Conference, public policy arm of the U.S. 
bishops, which called the proposal a 
reasonable attempt to respond to ‘‘the 
almost total vacuum of quality children’s 
educational programming on TV.”’ 


Proponents hope the measure will be 
enacted into law as part of wider 
broadcast . deregulation legislation now 
being negotiated in the House 
telecommunications subcommittee. 


The USCC, in a March statement by 
Richard Hirsch, secretary for 


communication, said no legislation could - 


guarantee ‘‘educationally suitable as well 
as entertaining’’ children’s 
programming. He said if the bill were 
passed, the success of its objectives would 
depend on the good-faith efforts of 
broadcasters. ~ d 


Supporters of the measure, which also 
include the National Catholic 
Educational. Association; the American 
Jewish Committee, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and others, argue 
that television has both the responsibility 
and the potential to help stem a decline in 
education in the United States. 


The legislation is necessary, said Peggy 
Charren, president of Action for 
Children’s Television, because 


commercial broadcasters “have turned — 


their backs on young audiences.’ 


And Rep. Timothy E. Wirth, D- Colo., 
chairman of the subcommittee and 
sponsor of the proposal, said the 
legislation ‘‘presents the last real 
opportunity to assure that broadcasters 
provide, in return for the substantial 
deregulation they would receive, some 
meaningful amount of programming 
aimed at enhancing the educational needs 
of this nation’s 44 million youngsters.”’ 


But the National Association of 
Broadcasters contends that requiring 
specific amounts of children’s 
programming ‘‘violates broadcasters’ 
First Amendment rights’’ and borders on 
censorship. 


“Will the government next decide how 
much and what type of programming 
minorities, women, the handicapped and 
others want and need?’’ the NAB said in 
a statement. The broadcast group said the 
government on the same grounds could 
also decide ‘‘how much entertainment 
and sports programming are 
appropriate.’ 


The NAB maintains that a wafticlen: 
amount of children’s programming is 
available through many broadcast outlets 
and that ‘‘marketplace forces insure that 
programming targeted toward children 
always will be a part of broadcast 
schedules.’’ 


The NAB released in March a ‘‘Guide 
to Innovative Children’s Programs for 
Television’’ designed to show what it says 
is the wide variety of local children’s 
programming. 

But Ms. Charren, citing a telephone 
survey her organization took of the same 
stations listed in the NAB guide, said at a 
news conference in April that the guide 
was ‘‘a heartless exercise in premeditated 
deception.”’ 


The broadcasters’ association 
“‘misleads the public and government 
into believing that there is plenty of 
children’s programming available on 
TV,” she said. 


| Questions 


Vocations 


By Father 
Peter M. Escalante 


Victory over sin 


As we get to know others better, there are some whose esteem 
seems to grow in our eyes, while others, at times, will begin to 
lose their valued position. Discovery usually causes us to move 
toward or away from, but seldom do.we remain unchanged. 


Perhaps the most generous gift we can offer to another is our ° 


belief; to believe in their innate ability to accomplish the most 
noble of things and achieve the most lofty of heights. A generous 
heart looks to the good in others, gives them the benefit of the 
doubt, overlooks weakness and inconsistency and celebrates 
success and discoveries, however small or simple they may be. 
We rejoice when others come alive before our eyes and uncover 
something beautiful within that has been there all along. 


God’s love for each of us is too evident to doubt, though at 
times we do. We fail to see the hidden potential in ourselves and 
in others. We fail to recognize the living beauty of God which is 
ever so gradually evolving in each and every one of us. 


As we watch others come to full stature, we embrace them with 
love and respect and stand firm as their growth reaches to 
perfection. Through our compassion and sympathy, we enable 
them to overcome their own deficiencies. Through worshipful 
listening, we water the seeds of life that blossom into eternity. 


I’ve often asked myself how many times have I obscured the 
love and compassion of God — for myself, for others? How many 
times have I been an obstacle rather than an enabler of God’s 
healing presence? How many times have I added to the load of 
the burdened, the weary and the broken? How often has an 
inordinate love for personal gratification caused me to turn away 
from God’s law and love? 


The Easter message is that Jesus was and is the supreme 
manifestation of self-giving love and obedience to the Father. 


Such was Christ’s victory over sin...my sin...your sin...our 
sin...Alleluia! Alleluia! 


You've 
Asked 


With Father 
dohn G. Proctor dr. 


Q: Is it true that one can be excommunicated for an 
abortion, but there is no Church punishment for murder or 
rape or other seious crimes? Isn’t this rather inconsistent? 
F.M.W. 


A. It may be surprising to hear, but the purpose of penalties in 
Church law is not to punish. Rather the Church sometimes 
imposes penalties on its members to protect the good order of the 
Church. Church penalties also emphasize that certain activities 
are so repulsive to the Church, they automatically isolate one 
from the Church. 

There are two kinds of Church penalties: medicinal and 
expiratory. The purpose of a medicinal penalty such as 
excommunication is to coerce an offender into ceasing from a 
particular action. Thus, the penalty, serves as a kind of 

“‘medicine;’’ it initiates the ‘‘cure’’ of something evil. An 
expiatory penalty such as ee of office has reparation or 
restitution as its purpose. Because some actions may cause 
serious harm to the Church, it may be necessary to offer 
reparation as a consequence of the evil: 


It is true that there is no special Church penalty for murder. 
However, no one disputes that murder is a serious evil. Because 


of our universal repugnance to murder, this sin does not present 


a threat to the good order of the Church, Everyone recognizes 
that a murderer has cut himself off from God and, thus, the 
Church. 

However, abortion is much more insidious. It is. very 
prevalent. Some (even some so-called ‘‘theologians’’) argue that 
itis not asin. The availability of abortion, then, in addition to its 
serious sinfulness, presents a threat to the good order of the 
Church. Today, moreover, abortion represents a particularly 
heinous abuse of governmental authority, and it encourages the 
general acceptance of a mistaken notion of ‘‘personal choice.’’ 
For this reason, the Church imposes the penalty of automatic 
excommunication on a person who procures a_ successful 
abortion. 


There is a purpose to this penalty. The penalty is meant to 
awaken in the offender a sense of the seriousness of the sin and to 
encourage the sinner to repent and be reconciled to the 
community. The excommunication attached to abortion is not a 
punishment, but rather both a deterrent and a call to 
reconciliation. | 


Our Christian Way of Life 


ey Enid Lanyon 


Come, celebrate new life 


I sometimes think that we are not very far from pagans 
after all, in the way we celebrate the triumphant new life 
and resurrection of Easter in springtime. And yet it seems 
to be wholly Christian to unite ourselves with the natural 
seasonal explosion of new and restored life and growth. It 
is as though all the world — at least in this hemisphere — 
were joined in a dramatic and ecstatic affirmation of the 


Word of God! 


Even in the cities, if we look for it, there is evidence of 
gentle yet determined unfolding of newness, of the 
perpetuation and nourishment of life, of a confident 
avowal that life will go on and that its value is not 
diminished, even in our confused and destructive 
technological age. - 


OUT HERE in the country, it is impossible to escape 
the insistent and profligate bravura of blossoming and 
awakening new life. The wildflowers are out — the forget- 
me-nots and the penstemon, the cranebill and the 
checkers, the lilac and the yucca — and of course, the 
myriad varieties of grass and the ubiquitous dandelion! ° 
The oak trees are changing color as the tender soft 
chocolate-pink young leaves uncurl. The pines are 
already reaching graceful candelabra skywards. 


But it is the birds that most passionately demand 
attention. The wrens and the house finches are back in 
full-throated voices, completing their nests among the 


From the Archives 
By Sister Catherine Louise LaCoste, CSd 


danbing roses and acting out their annual operetta quite 
charmingly. The indigo flash of the mountain bluebirds 
rivals the jays and the goldfinches and orioles hide 
themselves in the golden blossom of the sweet broom. An 
intrusive flicker is causing havoc among the dogs in its 


persistent knocking on wood! Its smaller but lovelier - 


cousin .pecks away happily in the oaks, obscured but for 
his red cap. The hummingbirds are like happy 
housewives shopping in a supermarket of blossom! 


Baby squirrels and rabbits are already causing traffic 
problems as they dash back and forth across the narrow 
roads in frantic spurts. There will be baby mice and 
gophers and snakes as well, but we’ll think of those later. 
Today it is enough to “‘look at the birds of the air’’ and 

‘“‘consider the lilies of the field,’’ and contemplate the 
wonder of God’s creative love. 


EASTERTIME IS the fulfilment of God’s promise, 
the climax of Jesus’ message, and springtime His most 
inspired visual aid. This is the time for bringing a 
renewed perspective into our lives. A time for reordering 
priorities, for reassessing values and life-styles. What is 
more important than the joyful celebration of continuing 
life, or of life that seemed lost and is recovered? 


Lent has been full of reminders of living water, of 
growth and spirit and life. Now it all comes together in the 
springtime of the land and our spiritual being. Consider 


the birds of the air! Surely we might borrow from them 


- some of their exuberant joy in simply being alive, being 
' what they are and doing what they are formed to do? 


Consider the lilies of the field! Does the fact that their 
blossoms will fade and die and seem to leave no trace 
inhibit the exquisite self-revelation of their flowering? 
Could we not learn something from their unself-conscious 
self-abandonment and give of ourselves as fully? After all, 
even if we are not around to see it, the seed we allow to fall 
does germinate in time and the fruit form. 


ALL THIS generous response to God’s creative 
generosity seems to be a rebuke and a challenge and at the 
same time an affirmation and inspiration. It is as though 
nature were beckoning us onward, calling us to leave 
behind what is past — all the death and shadow of winter, 
the pangs of loss and deprivation, the sufferings of 
whatever lack may be our own — and stride out in 
confidence and joy that, despite everything, things are as 
they should be and God is, as ever, in control. 


This is a time to leave for a while all that preoccupies 


"and pressures us and walk among blossoming and 


growing things, to watch new births and hear new songs 
and feel anew the triumph of life over death and good over 
evil. It is the time to thank God that He is who He is and 
so profligate in His love and self-giving. It is the time of 
alleluias — not murmured, but sung and shouted abroad! 


Church Extension Society — | 


“The Catholic Church Extension Society, founded for 
the noble purpose of defending, preserving and spreading 
* the Catholic Faith, has ever been true to its end, and the 
full extent of its beneficial influences on the Church in the 
United States is known only to God himself.’’ So spoke 
our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, on September 28, 1940. 


The Society was founded on October 18, 1905, by the - 


: Rev. Francis. Clement Kelley, to alleviate the struggles of s 


( was not until he met the archbishop 

of Chicago, 
found a man whose vision, zeal, courage and love of the 
home missioner matched hs own, and between them they 
drew up the plans for the Extension Society. The Society 
was incorporated on Peete 12 in the state of 
Michigan. 


FATHER KELLEY soon realized that he needed 
wider coverage to make his work known, and Extension 
Magazine was born in 1906. The growth of the Society far 
exceeded Father Kelley’s hopes, and he realized he could 
not do the work alone. He asked Archbishop Quigley for 
a young redhead by the name of Father William D. 
O’Brien to be appointed to help. During the next 17 
years, Father O’Brien performed every a in the office 
of Extension. 


In 1924, Father Kelley was consecrated bishop of 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa. When he left for his new 
duties as bishop, Father O’Brien, by now a monsignor, 
was appointed by the Holy Father as president, since the 


e 
The Sacred Liturgy 
By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 
Fifty 

Lent lasts for 40 days, but Easter extends over a period 
of 50 days. It begins with the Sunday of the Resurrection 
and concludes with the feast of Pentecost. The meaning of 
Lent is clear to most Catholics, but the Easter season may 
remain something of a mystery. 

During Lent we practice penance and prepare for 
Easter. Lent is also a time dedicated to the catechumens, 
those who are being readied by prayer and instruction to 
be baptized and confirmed at Easter. In accord with the 
spirit of the catechumenate, all Catholics are invited to 
renew their baptism during the Mass of the meen 


and it is from the practices of the catechumenate that 
can derive an appreciation of the Easter season. 


FOLLOWING BAPTISM at Easter the neophytes 
enter upon another state in their formation, which goes by 
the mysterious name of ‘‘mystagogia.’’ In fact. this 
unusual word is derived from two Greek words which 
mean ‘‘leading into the mysteries.’’ The specific time for 
mystagogia is that sacred season between Easter and 
Pentecost. The principle behind mystagogia is that, even 
though catechumens are instructed in the mysteries of our 
faith, especially the liturgy, they can be led fully into these 


Society is a pontifical organization. Msgr. O’Brien was 
named an auxiliary bishop of Chicago in 1934. He 
retained his job as president of the Society and continued 
on for many years. : 

. Bishop Charles Francis Buddy, San Diego’s first 
bishop, and Bishop O’Brien, carried on an extensive 
correspondence all during the episcopate of Bishop Buddy 


and while Bishop O’Brien was alive. The two were a 
fs. * match for each other i in the wit and sense of humor shown 
« nes tR verend James E. Quigley, that he ~ 


in’ the archival correspondence files of the San Diego 
diocese. They became such good friends that Bishop 


_ Buddy was seldom refused any request for money. Often 


Bishop O’Brien had to remind him that other bishops 
might overreact to the. frequent sums the San Diego 
diocese. was receiving. 


IN MAY of 1945, there was the first mention of 
California’s own Father Kenneth Stack, who was born in 
Stockton in 1912, being sent only on loan to help out at 
the Extension office. The ‘‘loan’’ was to last 23 years. 
Father Stack, who was also known as Col. Kenneth G. 
Stack, accepted the job with Bishop Buddy’s blessing, in 
September of 1945. He was soon put in charge of 
Extension Magazine circulation until 1966, and assumed 
the duties of acting president from 1966 to 1967. He 
finally returned to his home base of San Diego where he 
was pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Ocean Beach from 
1968 until his death on December 3, 1973, at age 61. 


The Extension Society assisted Catholic missionaries 
and their missions in the United States and_ its 


dependencies first, by helping to build and repair mission 
churches; second, by furnishing mission churches with 
altars, Stations of the Cross, vestments, altar plates and 
linens; third, by assisting missionary bishops with annual 
subsidies for the education of poor boys to the missionary 
priesthood; fourth, by subsidizing missionary priests with 


‘monthly donations, provided they were endorsed by their 


local bishops; fifth, by soliciting surplus Mass intentions 
from priests and laity for the benefit of needy home 
missionaries; and sixth, by bringing the needs of the 
missionaries and stories of their missions to the attention 
of the American people. 


The particular object of the Society was to preserve and - 


extend the Roman Catholic faith in every locality under 
the American flag, through the collection and 
disbursement of funds for missions, and in other ways, 
within the limits of the United States and its 
dependencies. 


WITHIN A year or so after the Extension Society was 
founded, a Ladies Auxiliary was founded. In 1915, it was 
decided to call these ladies by the title of the Order of 
Martha. Over the years, hundreds of thousands of altar 
linens were sent out by the Extension Society to be placed 
in the sanctuaries of mission churches. The ladies 
provided the funds, bought the linen and made the altar 
pieces themselves. Each member paid only $1.00 per year 
for dues when the order first began, and most of the funds 
came from bridge parties, luncheons and other social 
functions. 


days to grow in faith 


mysteries only by prayerful experience. 


Mystagogia is based on the idea that we learn by doing, 
that experience is really the best teacher. Before baptism 
the catechumens were allowed to share only in a few 
liturgical experiences directed specifically to them, but 
they were not permitted to participate in the entire 
Eucharist. They were dismissed after the liturgy of the 
word. On the day of baptism and confirmation 
catechumens experience the entire Mass for the first time. 
Instruction continues. Flooded with God’s grace through 
the sacraments of Christian initiation (baptism, 
confirmation, and the Eucharist) they can benefit from 
further instruction, but more importantly they are now 
empowered as a part of the priestly people to translate 
instruction into experience, to move from learning to 
participation, to be fully Catholic. After initiation the 
other sacraments and lay ministries are open to them. 


IN PERFECT honesty it must be admitted that the 
modern Church has pretty much lost the spirit of 
mystagogia (although it is slowly being restored through 
the implementation of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults). Many converts do not experience much follow- 


up once they have been received into the Church. Young 
people are held to attend classes before confirmation, but 
usually sense little obligation to continue to grow in their 
faith after confirmation. 


Some solutions are long range, but every Catholic right 
now can enter into the spirit of the Easter season, a time 
for mystagogia. In particular all Catholics should attempt 
to deepen their understanding of an appreciation for the 
sacraments. The place to start is with the celebration of 
the Eucharist, the Mass, which is the center and heart of 
all the sacraments, indeed of all liturgy. Baptism and 
confirmation lead to the Eucharist, and the other four 
sacraments flow from it. Even better is an image of a 
circle with which the other six sacraments flow from and 
lead back to the Eucharist. 


By saying that the Eucharist is the place to start, I do not 
mean that it is the beginning of understanding. Rather by 
a fuller and more devout celebration of the Eucharist each 
Sunday during the Easter season we are filled with the 
grace necessary to plunge more deeply into the entire life 
of the Church’ 
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Late vocations: The same, but different 


Continued from page 1 


entered St. Francis Seminary here. He had been in the 
Air Force and Navy and had worked as-an auditor, 
bookkeeper, waiter, cook and paperboy. 

Father John Nesbitt, pastor of Jacumba’s St. Mary 
Magdalene parish, entered the seminary at age 38 after 
experiencing a rigorous year in the Passionist order. He 
had also been a design engineer in the aircraft industry. 


FATHER NESBITT traces the roots of his vocation 


Sister Paula 


back to his youth. ‘‘My vocation began as a young man in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland,’’ he said. He was active in the 
Legion of Mary when, ‘‘I made up my mind to study for 
the priesthood.”’ 


Father Halter 


His first choice led him to the Passionist Order in 
England, but God apparently wanted him elsewhere. The 
monastic life was not his calling, he discovered. 


Father Nesbitt remembers rising at 2 a.m. for Matins 
and Lauds, going back to bed only to rise again at 5:30 for 
more prayers. Breakfast — a slice of bread and coffee — 
was consumed while standing. ‘The novices fasted three 
days a week and were “‘disciplined’’ on those days. For 
discipline they beat themselves with whips they made. 


‘“‘THIS WAS the monastic training to discipline the 
body and prove the spiritual makeup,’’ Father Nesbitt 
said. After one complete year he left the novitiate and ‘‘I 
went back to the secular life and gave it (a vocation) no 
more thought.”’ 


He worked in England as a design engineer in the 
aircraft industry. Convair imported technical experts 
including Father Nesbitt, who came to San Diego in 
1956. He worked there two years before entering San 
Diego’s Immaculate Heart Seminary. 


The vocation idea worked its way back into his mind 
after he attended a vocations retreat. For nearly a year he 
inet monthly with Msgr. ‘George ‘Rice, his. pastor, to 

“‘shoot the breeze.’ 


‘SAND FINALLY, after about a year, he said, ‘Mr. 
Nesbitt, it’s about time you went back to the seminary 
and try your vocation once more.’ Which I did and the 
rest is history.’’ 


Sister Paula did not want to be a nun. After high school 
she worked a few months as a secretary, “‘but I found it 
exceedingly boring so I went into nursing.”’ 


She worked her way through nurse’s training with the 
Sisters of St. Joseph in Atchison, Kansas, and then 
accepted an offer to go on to Mount St. Scholastica 
College. ‘‘It was just that I wanted to keep myself busy...I 
think I was running away from a vocation. I didn’t want 
to listen.”’ 


DURING HER last year of college, ‘‘I decided I would 
at least give it (the Sisterhood) a swing,’’ she said. She 
was determined to stay at least three years in the convent. 


‘I’m not truly a delayed vocation,’’ Father Tindall 
said. He converted to Catholicism at age 30 and entered 
the seminary nine years later. 


Before becoming a priest, ‘‘You name it, I did it,”’ he 
said. He was in two branches of the service “‘before I got 
my life together.’”’ He never married. 


‘IT KIND of started me thinking because people kept 
asking, ‘Have you ever thought of being a priest?’ ’’ He, 
too, resisted the idea. Inexplicably, he was unable to eat 
for a long period of time and his doctor insisted it was a 
psychological problem. 
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When he asked the Lord if He was trying to get him to 
think about the priesthood, the condition disappeared, 
Father Tindall said. 


Msgr. Halter has been ‘“‘part of an institution’’ almost 
his whole life. He went into a Franciscan orphanage at 
age six. From there he went into a high school-level 
Franciscan seminary and stayed nine years before he 
‘took sick’’ and left. 


THE YOUNG man began a 34-year career with the 
Bank of America in San Francisco. During a period of 
transition, he found himself ‘‘dreading’’ retirement. A 
close Jesuit friend asked him to consider the priesthood, 
but the 55-year-old balked. 

““At my age I couldn’t go for the studies,’’ he thought. 
His love of the Mass propelled him to search for a bishop 
who would accept him. After some looking he wrote to 
Bishop Francis Buddy of San Diego. 


Bishop Buddy interviewed and welcomed him, gave the 


aspiring priest credit for his earlier seminary study and ~ 


only required him to study theology four years. 


THE LATENESS of his vocation was not a big 
burden in the seminary, Msgr. Halter said, because five 
or six of the men in his class of 16 were also older. 


Father Nesbitt had a similar experience. The student 
body at the seminary was older, he said, because of 
vocations delayed by World War II. ‘‘So I was not lost 
completely.’’ 


Being older than the other seminarians never bothered 
Father Tindall, but ‘‘It bothered a couple of them.’’ Still, 
he felt he was able to relate to classmates ‘‘on their level 
without being any less mature than I am.”’ 


THE ONLY disadvantage in being’ a delayed 
vocation, Father Tindall said, was ‘‘I found it difficult to 
knuckle down and study although I’ve never been out of 
school.’’ He usually took a night class or two no matter 
what else he was doing. 


The vocation delay definitely had its benefits, Sister 
Paula said. ‘‘I feel that working and having experience — 
some sort of independence and personal responsibility in 
the working world of relationships — is very important.”’ 
Many Sisters who don’t have that experience later ‘‘long 
for it and feel deprived...I think by and large those that 
feel deprived exceed those that do not,” she said. 


Father Tindall’s experience has aided him, he said. “‘I 


have a greater sympathy toward the sinner, simply 
because of my own past life. I know the things that can 


drag: you down. apd how difficult it is to rise above sled ee 


things.’’ a oe ee 


HE ALSO ee ‘empathy”” for people who have family 


responsibilities and must make house and car payments. 
because he did those things. He supported family 
members during his secular life. 


‘*All the jobs I had prepare me for what I do now,”’ 
Father Tindall added. 


Msgr. Halter has used his banking experience. He did 
all the accounting for one of his San Bernardino parish 
assignments and does the same work at the Mission. 

SISTER PAULA, Father Tindall, Msgr. Halter and 
Father Nesbitt all expressed contentment in their 
vocations. Msgr. Halter is “‘perfectly happy,’’ he said. 

“‘1’m supremely peaceful in my own heart and soul and 


I thank God for my own vocation and I hope to die in it,”’ 
Father Nesbitt said. 
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Record-breaking crowds 
join pope for Easter 
By Father Kenneth J. Doyle 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John Paul II closed a 
heavy bronze door in St. Peter’s Basilica on Easter 
Sunday, bringing to a dramatic end a special Holy Year 
which he had proclaimed to celebrate the 1,950th 
anniversary of Christ’s Redemption. 


As television viewers in 36 countries watched, the 
pontiff said in a prayer to God that even though the Holy 
Door was being closed, ‘‘We know with certainty that 
there is never closed the door of your mercy for those who 
believe in your love.”’ 


JUST BEFORE closing the Holy Door, the pope had 
celebrated Mass before 250,000 people who sat in the sun 
in St. Peter’s Square. 


At the end of the Mass, the pope read a 15-minute 
Easter message, imparted his blessing urbi et orbi, Latin for 
to the city and to the world, and wished a happy Easter in 
45 languages. In English, he said, ‘‘A blessed Easter in 
the joy of Jesus Christ.’’ 


In his Easter message, the pope urged an end to the 
world’s ‘‘feverish preparation’’ for war and lamented the 
discrepancy between ‘“‘the wealth that comes from 
material and technical. progress’? and the “‘extreme 
poverty and penury paid for with the deaths through 
hunger or thirst of millions of children and of men and 
women.’ 


AFTER READING the message, the pope stepped 
into the cool vestry of the basilica to close the door which 
he had opened March 25, 1983, when the Holy Year of 
Redemption began. 


Plans called for the door to be sealed with 3,000 bricks. 
It is scheduled to be re-opened Christmas Day 1999, to 
begin the Holy Year of 2000. Holy years traditionally 
have been celebrated every 25 years, although several 
popes, such as Pope John Paul, have called holy years at 


’ different times to commemorate anniversaries of the 


Redemption. 

A last-minute decision moved the pope’s April 21 
Easter vigil ceremony from within St. Peter’s Basilica to 
the vast square outside. The decision to celebrate the vigil 
outside for the first time in history was dictated by an 
unprecedented crowd of 30,000. The basilica can hold 
20,000 people. 

BEGINNING THE vigil ceremony, the pope blessed 
the new Easter fire and lit a paschal candle in which he 
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‘| just dont know 
what to believe 
anymore’ 


By Father Edward K. Braxton 
NC News Service 


“Well, Father, I guess I am still 
a Catholic, sort of. But I really 
don’t believe in God anymore,”’ 
the student said. 

I have heard that seemingly 
contradictory statement many 
times in universities. It is a 
dramatic reminder that atheism is 
still a real possibility. It may take 
the form either of philosophical 
or practical atheism. 

Some people relate scientific 


aad technological developments 
O atneism s ISKCNCe. Wuiers 


cite the influence of philo- 
sophical, sociological and 
politicalthinkers who interpret 
religious belief in a negative light. 

The Catholic student reading 
Marx, Nietzsche and Freud and 
not also reading St. Thomas 
Aquinas, Cardinal John Newman, 
Father Karl Rahner or the 
documents of Vatican Council II, 
might well conclude that religion 
is based on magic and supersti- 
tion; that belief is the result of 
fear and dread. 

Today’s students are likely to 
ask: 

—lIs it still reasonable to 
believe there is such a reality as 
God in the traditional under- 
standing of that word? 

—Even if the universe does 
have an ultimate. power behind it 
that we may call God, who can 
say that Christ uniquely reveals 
this reality? 

—If Jesus is admitted, did he 
intend to establish what we 
know as the church? 

With such. questions, students 
may eventually undergo a shift in 
their understanding of religion. 
For example, they may embrace 
what some call “relativism,” 
regarding all religions as more or 
less equal. 

Or they may even go on a 
pilgrimage into another religious 
tradition, declaring that faith is a 
matter of historical circumstances 
and personal choices. 

Bouts with relativism or 
atheism are part and parcel of the 


life of the mind that is so much 
present in university life. This is 
a time when students probe, in- 
vestigate, question, theor- 
ize, doubt, reject and probe 
anew. 

But atheism is not es- 
sentially an abstract 
theory. In the end, hu- 
man experience plays 
a big role in leading a 
person to believe in God 
or to reject belief. 

Arguments are not enough. 
Believers cannot easily 
persuade unbelievers 


twolearwe vinwi«z faith 


And unbeliev- 
ers cannot easily 
persuade believers 
to adopt their view. 

The experience of evil 
is one of the main fac- 
tors leading a person to 
believe that there is no God. 
When people see innocent 
youths who are striving to lead a 
decent life suddenly stricken by 
terminal cancer and dying in a 


hospital room, while others who . 


are unjust die at home in their 
own beds after a long full life, 
they ask: Why? How? 

If there is a God why do these 
things happen? Such questions 
become most acute when the ex- 
periences are personal, touching 
oneself, or one’s family and 
friends. 

Thoughts of suicide may ac- ' 
company the conclusion that 
there is no God. For atheism can 
be a form of hopelessness. 

For some people, to conclude 
that there is no God is to con- 
clude that life is a tale told by an 
idiot, so much sound and fury 
signifying nothing. But not 
always. 

Many people believe there is 
no God and lead productive, 
hope-filled lives, showing as 
much love and concern for their 
neighbor as do believers. 

When one thinks of atheists, a 
stereotype may come to mind. 
We may think of an “‘atheistic 
communist’’ out to destroy Chris- 
tian faith. But some people are 
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Matters of belief and unbelief are seldom clear- 
cut. There are many dimensions to atheism, writes 
Father Edward Braxton, just as there are many 


dimensions to faith. 


atheists in practical terms. These 
people actually may go to Mass 
on Sunday and pray. 

They are practical atheists 
because they have made a “‘god’’ 
of some material good such as 
money or power. Thus they are 
idol worshipers. Or perhaps they 
never allow the God they say 
they believe in to touch their 
personal lives. 

What sense does it make to 
profess belief in God, while , 
treating other human beings like 
dirt or despoiling the earth God 
has given? 

If we believed in God, we 
would love God; if we loved 
God, we would love everything 
God created. 

Belief and unbelief, therefore, 
do not begin and end in the 
mind. They are influenced by 


total human experience. Sports 
activity, listening to music, learn- 
ing about art, exploring nature 
and falling in love may shape 
belief far more than an argument 
in a book. The same is true of 
personal loneliness, frustration, 
suffering and a deep awareness of 
the misery in the world. 

The university student or 
anyone else struggling with belief 
and unbelief does well to reach 
Out to others for support, 
challenge, understanding. 

It is in such encounters that 
one may begin to touch the 
mysterious and elusive God, 
dwelling in the community of 
faith. 


(Father Braxton directs the 
Catholic student center at the 
University of Chicago.) 
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Drawing God with narrow strokes 


By Katharine Bird 
NC News Service 


The God many atheists reject 
“is not God as he really is at all,”’ 
said Father Roger McGrath, direc- 
tor of evangelization for the 
Diocese of Camden, N.J. 

Many atheists draw God in nar- 
row strokes of the pen, Father 
McGrath thinks. They paint him 
as “‘a petty God, a scorekeeper 
and punisher.”’ 

Other times atheists cast God 
in a ‘distortion of a father im- 
age’ and reject it, Father 
McGrath said, adding “‘I’d have 
no part of such a God either.”’ 

The Camden priest said that he 
is called on occasionally to help. 
people as they struggle with 
questions about God. He indica- 
ted that it is not uncommon for 
Catholics to flirt with atheism. 

Frequently it happens when a 
person is confronted for the first 
time personally with the presence 
of evil, he said. 

The priest gave two instances: 
A student who rejected God after 
the death of a best friend; a man 
who questioned the goodness of 
God because of the suffering his 
mother endured before dying. 

In those sorts of situations, 
Father McGrath said, people may 
well respond by concluding an- 


grily: ‘There can’t possibly be a 
good God who allows such terri- 
ble things to happen!” 

Father McGrath takes such 
comments seriously, since atheists 
often throw the existence of evil 
in the face of believers as the 
reason for rejecting a divine being. 

Asked how he handles that 
situation, Father McGrath explain- 
ed that first he tries to get in- 
dividuals ‘to deal with their grief 


pen — but that doesn’t mean we 
must conclude that God can’t ex- 
ist, he said firmly. 

He added that, in his ex- 
perience, people who confront 
such questions often become 
fuller believers in the long run. 
The experience of trauma, of suf- 
fering, often gives people an ex- 
panded notion of God, he thinks. 
At other times “grappling with 
questions can bring people back”’ 


*‘God doesn’t plan the tragedies that 
occur in human life...Evil things hap- 
pen — but that doesn’t mean we must 
conclude that God can’t exist.’’ 


and anger.’’ Only then are they 
in any condition to examine the 
possibility that their image of 
God might be flawed. The priest 
points out that God doesn’t plan 
the tragedies that occur in life. 
Often, Father McGrath said, the 
next step is to try and get the 
person to recognize that human 


beings are imperfect and so is the © 


world we live in. Evil things hap- 


Early Christians were the 


By John J. Castelot 
NC News Service 


Atheism as people describe it 
today was basically unknown 
among people of biblical times. 
Even the pagans were intensely 
religious in their own way. 

A world without God was 
simply unthinkable. Living close 
to nature, many ancient peoples 
were caught up in its recurring 
cycles. They stood in admiration 
of it, sometimes in fear. They 
reacted to God in the same ways 
they reacted to nature — with 
admiration and fear. 

Many people identified nature 
with God and tried to control it 
through various religious rites. 

The Israelites did not go this 
far. God may have controlled 
nature. But for them God was 
distinct from nature — totally 
other. 

God may have made the sun to 
shine and the rains to fall. But 
neither the sun nor the rain were 
God. They were God's creatures. 

The author of Psalm 8 gives 


prayerful expression to this at- 
titude of the Israelites: 

“O Lord, Our Lord, 

“how glorious is your name 
over all the earth! 

“You have exalted your majes- 
ty above the heavens... 

“When I behold your heavens, 
the work of your fingers, 

“the moon and the stars which 
you set in place — 

“What is man that you should 
be mindful of him, 

“or the son of man that you 
should care for him?” 

It is true that after the Israelites 
entered the Promised Land they 
were strongly attracted to the 
nature worship and fertility cults 
of their neighbors. But they 
learned that this kind of infidelity 
brought disaster in its train. 

Yet even here, the Israelites 
were not denying God’s ex- 
istence. They were simply put- 
ting other gods in place of the 
God who had chosen them. 

Even pagan Rome was 
thoroughly religious. Paradoxical- 
ly, the Romans called the Chris- 


to belief in God, he said. 

Some people become atheists, 
Father McGrath thinks, because 
they buy into the view that God 
is nothing more than a projection 
of human qualities. Stated in the 
19th century by German 
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, 
this view. presents God as a 
“superhuman,” the priest said. 
Then people conclude, that.God 


Zo 


tians atheists. ° 

Why? Because the Christians 
refused to worship the Roman 
gods. In the Roman Empire, 
these gods were so much a part 
of life that rejection of them was 
regarded as suspiciously un- 
patriotic. In fact, it was high 
treason. : 

The author of the New Testa- 
ment book of Revelation wrote 
to the churches of Asia Minor 
precisely to persuade them not to 
compromise their beliefs just to 
“get along” in society. 

But the social situation did 
pose a problem. The trade guilds 
— ancient versions of our labor 
unions — all had their patron 
gods and goddesses. Was the ear- 
ly Christian expected to hand in 
his union card and risk financial 
and social ruin just to maintain 
his Christian integrity? For the 
author of Revelation, there was 
no choice. 

Oh, there was some atheism in 
Israel. The author of Psalm 14 
could write: ‘The fool says in his 
heart, ‘There is no God.’”’ 
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Impressions of the 
journey to belief 


By Joe Michael Feist 
NC News Service 


Fresh out of high school 
and in his first year of col- 
lege, the young man started 
to stay away from Sunday 
liturgies more and more 
often. Soon he ceas- 
ed to attend Mass 
at all and the sac- 
raments just didn’t 
seem to matter. This 
pattern continued 
after he joined the 
Army and served 
in Europe. 

He. would later say 
that he didn’t stop 
believing in God. It 
was, as he described it, 
a “crisis of faith,’ a per- 
iod of doubting and 
searching that lasted 
for about three years. 

Then one day in Salt 
Lake City, the young 
man was drawn, almost 
inexplicably, to the 
cathedral. The bishop’s 
homily had such an 
impact that the man’s 
crisis ended: He re- 
turned to the church of his youth. 

The young man, who had... . 


- struggled with his faith, eventually 


‘ entered the seminary and. wasor-'\\\ \ 


4S 


dained. Today he is Bishop Rene 
Gracida of Corpus Christi; Texas. 

According to Father Joseph Ken- 
na, stories such as Bishop 
Gracida’s are quite common. 
Father Kenna is the representative 
for Campus and Young Adult 
Ministry in the Education Depart- 
ment of the U.S. Catholic Con- 
ference in Washington, D.C. 

The skepticism experienced by 
sO many young people, said 
Father Kenna, is part-of the com- 
mon process of “rejecting, of 
cleaning house, and then pulling 
things back in that fit.” 

In fact, such people can be on 
a ‘‘profound spiritual journey,” 
said Father Kenna, who served as 
a campus minister in the state of 
Washington for 14 years. After a 
few years, many young adults 
tend to come back to the faith of 
their childhood. But, they come 
back as adults, not children. 

The particular role of young 
adult ministry ‘is to welcome 
young people back and listen to 
what they’ve found on their 
journey,” suggested Father Kenna. 

“In colleges,” he noted, “you 
meet people living extremely pos- 
itive lives fundamentally, yet who 
say they are atheists. On the other 
hand, some people who say they 
believe in God are very selfish. 
They are the center of their 
universe. In a sense, the latter 


group is atheistic.” 

Father Kenna discussed how _ 
Christians should react when so- 
meone they’ know seemingly re: 
jects God. 

When people express disbelief, 
he said, a common reaction is to 
treat them in a condescending 
manner. But that approach is not 
Good News, he said. ‘“‘Our job is 
to announce the Good News. The 
worst thing is to say or somehow 
imply that the person is bad as a 
person.” Of course, the priest 
said, believers don’t compromise 
or hide their own belief in God. 

First of all, advised Father Ken- 
na, we must be willing to listen to 
stories of disbelief. We must be 
non-judgmental and sensitive. 

“It can be a compliment when 
someone tells you he is an 
atheist,” the priest said. ‘“He’s 
revealing something very personal 
and deep.” 

There is also the question of 
what the “atheist’’ is really 
discarding. 

“Very often, they’re just rejec- 
ting religious symbols or some im- 
age of God that is deficient. So 
you must listen closely to what 
they really are saying,” Father 
Kenna said. 

What is most important is being 
able and willing to witness to our 
faith, he added. It must be ap- 
parent that belief in God makes 
some difference in our lives. 


—— (Feist is associate editor of 


Faith Today.) 


FOOD... 
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Atheism was a topic explored 
by the Second Vatican Council. 
In its 1965 document, the ‘‘Con- 
stitution on the Church in the 
Modern World,” the ecumenical 
council explained that the word 
“atheism” refers to complex 
Situations. It is used “‘to signify 
things that differ considerably 
from one another:”’ 

—Some people expressly deny 
God’s existence. 

—Some maintain that humanity 
has nothing to say about God. 

—Some are more prone to af- 
firm humanity than to deny God. 

—Still others have a faulty no- 
tion of God. What they disown is 
not the God of the Gospels. 

In light of this last point, 
atheism exerts a kind of pressure 
on the church’s people, the 
council suggested. It is a pressure 
to become clearer about who 
God is, so that others can see the 
God of the Gospels in the lives 
of Christians. Here is what the 
council said about this: 

Believers often share some 
responsibility for atheism. “‘To 
the extent that they are careless 
about their instruction in the 
faith, or present its teaching false- 


_ly, or even fail in their religious, 


moral or social life, they must be 


‘ said to conceal rather than to 


reveal the true nature of God and 
of religion.” 


...for discussion 


1. What did the Second 
Vatican Council mean when it 
said that believers sometimes 
have “‘more than a little to do 
with the rise of atheism”’ or that 
they sometimes ‘‘conceal, rather 
than reveal, the true nature of 
God’’? : 


2. Have you ever had a discus- 
sion with someone who denied 
God’s existence? Did you feel 
that the God the person denied 
was very much like the God of 
your faith? 


3. What did the Second 
Vatican Council mean when it 
said that what does most to show 
God’s presence clearly is the love 
expressed among the faithful? 


4. Do you really think that 
others can discover God through 
your actions or the actions of the 
Christian community? 


5. In Katharine Bird’s article, 
what is one image of God that 
theologian Father Roger McGrath 
sees atheists rejecting? 


{Sige tae san 


. OF thought 


The council said atheism 
should be countered through 
teaching and through the exam- 
ple of people’s lives. 

What does most to show 
others God’s presence, the coun- 
cil said, is the visible love of the 
church’s people. It is the task of 
the church to manifest God, and 
this is done chiefly by the 
witness of faith that is alive and 
mature. 

Some atheists are concerned 
that belief in God robs human 
beings of their freedom and 
dignity. Others think believers 
will not take life in this world as 
seriously as it needs to be taken. 
Both of these concerns were ad- 
dressed by the council. 

The church holds that to 
acknowledge God is in no way 
to oppose the dignity of humani- 
ty, said the council. For this 
dignity is grounded and brought 
to perfection in God, who 
created the human person as an 
intelligent and free being. 

Furthermore, the council 
stated, the church teaches that 
hope in life after death does not 
take away from the importance 
of tasks that need to be done in 
this world, but adds to their im- 
portance. (Council quotes from 
“The Documents of Vatican II,”’ 
Austin P. Flannery, ed.; 
Eerdmans.) 


SECOND HELPINGS 


“Impaired Children: Who Is on 
Their Side?” by Linda Clark. 
The author of this article 
describes how caring for pro- 
foundly disabled children at a 
nursing home altered her image 
of God. At first, she says she 
kept asking herself, “‘How could 
God permit such children to ex- 
ist?’”’ Her views changed after 
watching another assistant care 
lovingly for a 3-year-old as he 
slowly died following an acci- 
dent. She says: “‘At last, | saw 
clearly that there are serious 
gaps in human wholeness that 
can only be bridged by God’s 
love for us and our own love for 
each other. The love God 
shows to these children the 
world considers distorted im- 
ages of humanity reminds us of 
the saving grace love really is.” 
(St. Anthony Messenger. 
January 1984. 1615 Republic 
St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 45210. 
Single issue, $1.25.) 
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


What Thomas SQW 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


“TI just don’t believe it,”’ 
Thomas cried. ““You’ll never con- 
vince me.” 

“But Thomas,”’ Peter insisted, 
“we have seen the Lord! I saw 
him Monday morning. So did 
Mary Magdalene. Cleopas and his 
wife saw him on the road to Em- 
maus Sunday afternoon.”’ 

“You must have imagined you 
saw Jesus,’ Thomas countered. 
“I saw him die Friday on the 
cross. I was nearby when they 
put his body in the tomb.” 

“But Thomas,” James inter- 
rupted. ““We all saw Jesus alive 
right in this very room Sunday 
evening. Just one week ago Jesus 
stood here alive. He showed us 
the wounds in his. hands and in 
his side. We saw him. It was no 
ghost. We didn’t imagine it.” 

“T say again what I’ve been 
telling you all week,’ Thomas 
answered. ‘‘I will never believe 
Jesus is alive unless I place my 
finger in his side where the spear 
pierced him and touch the nail 
wounds in his hands.” 

Thomas’ friends were 
frustrated with him. They could 
not understand how Thomas 
would doubt them. Surely he 
knew they would not be making 
this all up. 

They really had seen him alive. 
They knew they were not talk- 
ing with a ghost. Jesus was 
alive. 

“Let Thomas doubt all he 
wants,” John finally said. 
“There’s nothing more we can 
do to convince him.”’ 

Suddenly Jesus stood in the 
room with them: The doors were 


locked. None of his friends knew 
how Jesus had gotten in. But 
they were so excited to see him 
again that they couldn’t care less 
how he came in. ' 

“‘Peace be with you!”’ Jesus 
said to his friends as they crowd- 
ed around him. “Shalom!”’ they 
answered, which means ‘‘peace.”’ 

Jesus looked directly at 
Thomas. “‘Take your finger, 
Thomas, and examine my hands. 
Put your hand into my side 
where the spear struck me.” 

Thomas was dumbfounded. He 
cautiously came close to Jesus. 
Jesus held out his hands to 
Thomas. Thomas ran his finger 
over the scars on Jesus’ hands. 
He trembled as he reached out to 
touch the wound in Jesus’ side. 

“Stop your doubting, 
Thomas,” Jesus said gently. 
“Believe.” 

Thomas looked into his eyes. 
He felt embarrassed that he had 
been so strong in not believing 
that Jesus was alive. But he no 
longer had any doubts. 

He could see in Jesus’ eyes that 
Jesus was not angry with him for 
doubting. 

“My Lord and my God!”’ 
Thomas said softly. He hugged 
Jesus. 

“Thomas,” Jesus told him, 
“you believe now because you 
see me. How happy are those 
who believe even though they 
have never seen me!”’ 


Story Hour. biblical quotes — 
this week from John 20:24-29 — 
are paraphrased. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


0) Imagine that you are Thomas in this story. People tell you Jesus is 
alive. How would you feel? What would your face look like? 

0 Draw a picture of Thomas. Try to show how he looked when he saw 
Jesus. Is he surprised? Happy? Shocked? 


CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


“The Golden Egg Book,” by Margaret Wise Brown. This is a book for 
small children and adults to read together. The story is about a little bunny 
who finds an egg. Something is alive inside the egg. The bunny can hear 
it, but he is unable to see what it is. Meanwhile, the bunny falls asleep. While 
he sleeps, a duck emerges alive from the egg. The duck awakens the bunny. 

“Where is my egg?’’ the bunny asks. ‘‘And where did you come from?”’ 
“Never mind that,’’ said the duck. “Here | am.” 
“So the bunny and the duck became friends and no one was ever alone 


again.” 


This is a story about being together and believing in each other. After 
reading it, parents and children might talk about the fact that they are together 
and that they can believe in each other and trust each other. (Golden Press, 
Western Publishing Co. Inc., Racine, Wis. 1978. Hardback, $2.95.) 


In a way, Thomas was like 
the boy walking down a 
street with his eyes cov- 


ered. He refused to see. 


He blinded himself to 
the possibility that 


Jesus lived. 
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Trust 


After ordination to the priesthood in 
his native Ireland, Father Peter Quinn 
came to America to give his life of 
priestly service to the disadvantaged liv- 
ing in our poorest home mission areas. 

Supported by grants from the Catho- 
lic Extension Society, Father Quinn 
has earned the trust of his Mississippi 
parishioners by devoted service to their 
spiritual needs. He is part of a team of 
home missioners who, together with 
Extension, pursue the vital and urgent 
task of evangelization here in the 
United States. But the team is too 
small to do the job without help. It 


needs new members. It needs you. 


Join us and become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be present in the home missions 
personally, your impact will be felt in 
this holy effort. Together we can bring 
the Word of Christ to those who don’t 
have it. 


Write for a free subscription to Ex- 
tension magazine today and discover 
the difference you can make. Together, 
and with God’s grace, we can achieve 
His missionary goals here in our own 
beloved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION Society 


35 East Wacker Drive ® Chicago, Illinois (0601 
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Catechism off market at Vatican’s request 


Continued from page 1 


“‘and is requesting clarifications of the 
congregation’s decision.’’ 

The Paulist statement said Cardinal 
Ratzinger told Archbishop Gerety to ‘‘ask 
the Paulist Press not to consider any 
reprint of the work in the future.”’ 


Archbishop Gerety forwarded a copy of 
Cardinal Ratzinger’s letter to Paulist 
Press’ publisher, Paulist Father Kevin A. 
Lynch. The full text of the letter was not 
made public. 


A SOURCE at the doctrinal 
congregation told NC News in Rome that 
the removal of the imprimatur from 
Christ Among Us was not an accusation of 
heresy against the book but a statement of 
the book’s unsuitablity in the critical and 
sensitive area of catechetics. 


The source noted that current Church 
legislation requires an imprimatur only 
for books that are used for catechetics and 
religious education programs and that 
such texts must conform to a high 
standard of excellence in presenting 
Catholic doctrine clearly. 


Father Lynch in a telephone interview 
told NC News that 
congregation “‘had criticisms’’ of the 
book in the past and that two years ago, 

_ “‘changes were made at the request of the 
Holy Office.’”? The Holy Office is the 


the doctrinal - 


former name of the doctrinal 


congregation. 


SEVERAL CORRECTIONS were 
made in. the 1981 revised edition of the 
book, Father Lynch said. The corrections 
dealt with sections of the book on 
“‘conscience, sexual ethics and original 
sin,’’ he said. 


According to the Paulist Press 
statement, the book was revised each time 
“to bring its contents up to date with new 
post-Vatican II official Church 
statements and the writings of respected 
theologians.’”’ 


“The revisions also reflected new 
questions which teachers and inquirers 
were asking about Scripture, theology, 
Church discipline and practices;’’ Paulist 
said. 


FATHER LYNCH said that over the 
17-year lifespan of the book Paulist Press 
had received few criticisms from people in 
the United States. 


But he also noted that Catholics United 
for the Faith, a group of doctrinally 
conservative Catholics, has been vocal in 
its criticism of the book. He said a 
supplement against the book written by 
CUF was published in autumn of 1982 in 
The Wanderer, a national lay-edited 


Book was a leading seller here 


SAN DIEGO — Christ Among Us 
“outsells every other catechism we have”’ 
said Jerry Heying of O’Connor’s Church 
Goods on-El Cajon Boulevard April 17. 
‘The day before Paulist Press announced 
that it had been asked by the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith to suspend the printing and 
circulation of the book. 


In the last two years alone, 4,000 copies 
of the book have been. sold at 
O’Connor’s. ‘‘It’s the most popular 
catethism we have; there’s nothing that 

3 ne comes clo itin.terms of sales,’’ 
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Please? 


Summer Courses 


BECOME A MEMBER OF LIFE 


Help us defend the Unborn & Respect for Life. Receive 
monthly newsletter — $5 yr. 
NEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 19429, S.D., 92119. 


UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 


Graduate Programs in Religious Education 
offers 


Two-day, three-week, and six-week courses for continuing 
education or a graduate degree. — ae 


Summer 1984 Offerings 


Sacraments (George McCauley, S.J.), Approaches to Pastoral 
Counseling (Robert Barrett), Spirituality for a Pilgrim People 
(Ronald Pachence), Doctrinal Development (Joseph Colombo), 
Political and Liberation Themes in Theology (Anne Jones), 
Pastoral Counseling in the Family Context (Robert Barrett). 


Call or write for further information: 


Religious Education Program 
University of San Diego 
San Diego, CA 92110 
(619) 291-6480 Ext. 4281 or Ext. 4800 


informed NC News in Washington that 
the publisher would ‘‘gratefully accept’’ 
back all recent purchases of the book. 


Heying told Southern Cross April 18 
that he had telephoned Paulist Press and 
the publisher agreed to the return of its 
most recent shipment of 1,000 copies of 
Christ Among Us to O’Connor’s. 


Christ Among Us was never sold at the 
Daughters of St. Paul Bookstore on Fifth 
Avenue in downtown San Diego, said one 


of the: } 


66y 
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carefully critiqued by our own order,”’ 
she said. ae 


Send to: LIFE 


__ Address 


June 22 - August 3 
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newspaper published in St. Paul, Minn. 


The source at the Vatican’s doctrinal 
congregation said the length of time 
which the congregation took to rule on the 
book after it first was published in 1967 
was an indication of the congregation’s 
thoroughness. The source also said 
complaints about the book had come from 
a broad spectrum of people over a 
number of years. 


JAMES LIKOUDIS, vice president of 
CUF, said April 16 that the Vatican 
congregation’s decision was a 
““marvelous vindication of the sense of the 
faith the laity has had.’’ 


He said that CUF, as a lay 
organization, led the protest against the 
book and had informed the Vatican of its 
concerns. The book is ‘‘the leading, 
number one, neo-modernist catechetical 
text in the United States,’’ he said. 


CUF specifically objected to sections of 
the book dealing with contraception, 
conscience, Mary, angels, original sin 
and Christology, Likoudis said. The book 
“fs simply filled with distortions on 
Catholic doctrine.’’ 


BEFORE THE book was withdrawn 
Father John Dietzen, a columnist and 
author of ‘“‘The New Question Box,’’ had 
recommended it to his readers. 


“Christ Among Us,’ he said, ‘“‘treats 
all the major areas of Catholic liturgy, 
belief and practice: concisely yet with 


enough explanation and background to . 


satisfy any adult Catholic wanting to 
review the fundamentals of his faith.’’ 


Father Dietzen, a pastor in 
Bloomington, IIl., also said, ‘‘We use it in 
our parish as a basis for inquiry classes, 
and find it continues to be a real treasure 
for new Catholics long after they have 
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eternal happiness and peace. 


NOVELLE, Carlo. 


Mausoleum Chapel. 


Cemetery. 


Grace Church. 


BOULEVARD CHAPEL 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 


Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 


SNYDER, Ursula’ L. Sister of Monica Snyder. 
Funeral Mass: April 23 at St. Patrick’s Church. 


Husband of Theresa 
Novelle; brother of Giacommia, Elena and Maria, 
Giovanni and Raffele Novelle. Funeral Mass: April 
10 at Our Lady of Rosary Church. : 


AMANTEA, Michel A. Father of Anthony C. 
Amantea and Marie Lopazanski; brother of Anna 
Amantea; 6 grandchildren; three great-grand- 
children. Funeral Mass: April 11 at Holy Cross 


TEIXEIRA, Marianne. 
Teixeira; mother of Joseph, Jefferey, Phillip and 
Marc Teixeira; 3 sisters and 2 brothers; 3 grand-.- 
children. Graveside Service: April 12 at Holy Cross 


MACKEY, Leo V. Husband of Lois E. Mackey; 
father of Leo J. and Patricia Mackey, Teresa 
Garofalo; brother of Zola Christensen, Rosemary 
Chase, Jerry Mackey and Joan Sharkey; 3 grand- 
children. Funeral Mass: April 12 at Our Lady of 
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mn Presentation — 
Catholic Faith 


‘NOT SUITABLE’ — The Vatican's 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith has asked Paulist Press to 
discontinue its popular Christ Among Us 
catechism. 
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entered the church.’’ 


SALES OF 1.6 million copies of Christ 
Among Us has made it one of the best- 
selling catechetical works for adults since 
Vatican II. 


A New Catechism: Catholic Faith for 
Adults, more commonly called the Dutch 
Catechism, sold ‘‘just over a million’’ 
copies in its English version since it was 
published in 1967, said Eugene Gollogly, 
spokesman for Crossroad Publishing Co., 
which now owns the original publisher, 
Herder and Herder. 


Another work, The Teaching of Christ, 
published by Our Sunday Visitor, has 
sold 234,000 copies in its two editions 
since 1975, an OSV official said. 


Amen. 
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Reports of blood on 
Eucharist, cloths 


Continued from page 3 


team to determine the nature of the 
stains. 


“When occurrences of this nature are 
reported, it is the official stand of the 
Church to presume that there is a natural 
explanation and cause unless proven 
otherwise,’’ said Bishop Phillip F. 
Straling of San Bernardino. 


The diocese will withhold further 
comment until the findings of the team 
are reported. 


‘“‘WHEN THE group reaches some 
conclusions, then the diocese will be in a 
better position to answer questions,’’ said 
Father Philip Behan, vicar general. 


Father Dominguez said he has not been 
mentioning the occurrences at his Masses 
and has never said he had any message 
from God. 


A local newspaper quoted a person who 
was at one of the Masses as saying that 
Father Dominguez ‘‘relayed the message 
from God...‘I say to you that God is 
saying to you we are supposed to treat 
each other like brothers.’ ”’ 


“I’VE ALWAYS preached that we 
should treat each other as brothers, that 
we should love one another. My message 
is always peace and love,’ Father 
Dominguez said. 


The local newspaper also reported that 
“‘the stigmata — the appearance of marks 
resembling the crucifixion wounds of 
Jesus — reportedly appeared during an 
evening Mass on Friday, March 23.” 


Father Dominguez said that he does 
not have any marks on his body 


‘ARCHITECTURE Around the World’ was one of the assignments Mrs. Jacqueline 
Prelgovisk gave her sixth-graders at Holy Trinity School in El Cajon. Among the 
completed projects were the Hearst Castle by Theresa Mertz and the Washington 


Monument by Jennifer Kevane. 


Photo by Susan Nowak 


Quake just routine 


BRAWLEY — An early Easter 
Monday morning earthquake made the 
news on San Diego radio stations, but the 
3.1 temblor was hardly noticed in the 
three Imperial Valley parishes closest to 
the epicenter. 


Father Francis A. Sierra, pastor of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church, said he 
neither felt nor heard nor saw anything. 
“It was a measured one,”’ he said, but 
nothing more. 


MRS. SHARON King, secretary at 
Sacred Heart Church, said the quake 
wasn’t felt at the parish nor was there any 
damage there, but that it awakened her 
husband shortly after 6 a.m. ‘‘I didn’t 
feel it, but of course I’m a sound 
sleeper,’’ said Mrs. King. 


Mrs. Dora Herrera, parish secretary at 
Brawley’s other Roman Catholic parish, 
St. Margaret Mary, said that she was 
unaware that the quake had happened, 
but that the pastor, Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate Father William McHugh, 
had felt the temblor. 


AS OF April 13, Father Dominguez 
continued to celebrate the Friday Lenten 
Masses, although concelebrating with 
other priests. The incidents had not 
occurred during the concelebrated 
liturgies. 


NORTH PARK — St. Therese 
School’s varsity. boy’s basketball team 
took first place in the St. Augustine 
Basketball Tournament with a 43-42 win 
over the School of the Madeleine April 9. 
St. Therese also took first place in this 


year’s San Diego County Parochial 
League Championships played recently at 
University of San Diego High School. It 
was the first time a team won. both 
tournaments in the same year, St. 


5 more ex-Episcopal priests ordained 


By NC News Service 
Five more former Episcopal priests 


were ordained to the Catholic priesthood - 


in early April, bringing to 18 the number 
of Episcopalians ordained under special 
U.S. pastoral provisions put into effect in 
1982 


Three of the five new Catholic priests at 
the same time brought members of their 
former parishes into the Catholic Church. 
All but two of the 18 are married. 


TWO OTHER Episcopal priests, both 
married, were ordained deacons April 7 
in Mobile, Ala., as part of their transition 


Father James Parker, the first former 
Episcopal priest ordained under the 
guidelines, said the special U.S. program 
does more than exempt married 
Episcopal clergy from following the 
Roman Catholic discipline of clerical 
celibacy. 


Father Parker said celibate Episcopal 
priests can be ordained to the Catholic 
priesthood by local bishops without 
seeking admittance to. the special 
program. But in order to serve as pastors 
of Anglican- identity parishes, a former 
Episcopal priest must go through the 


resembling the crucifixion wounds of 


Christ. 


- Therese’s coach, Tim Bell, said. 


to the Catholic priesthood. 


program, he said. 
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Bp. urges La. Catholics to ‘withhold belief’ in apparition claims 


By Kathleen Toups 


LAFAYETTE, La. (NC) — Bishop Gerard L. Frey of 
Lafayette, La., has told Catholics in his diocese to 
“withhold belief in the apparitions and messages’’ of the 
so-called ‘‘Knotted Cord of Love Rosary Mission.’’ 


After an investigation into the mission, Bishop Frey 
asked Catholics to withdraw their support of the claims 
made by Genevieve Comeaux of Cankton, La., who said 
the Blessed Virgin Mary has appeared to her and given 
her messages of an impending national disaster. 


BISHOP FREY said a ‘‘careful examination’’ of the 
woman’s story provided ‘‘no evidence of a supernatural 
origin of anything that Mrs. Comeaux reports as a 
message from the Mother of God.”’ 


“‘There is, therefore, no credible authority on which 
Catholics may base their belief in the apparitions and 
revelations allegedly experienced by Mrs. Comeaux, or in 
the messages she publicizes in various ways and 
particularly through the ‘Knotted Cord of Love Rosary 
Mission,’ ’’ Bishop Frey said. 


For more than a year Mrs. Comeaux has claimed that 
Mary appears to her ‘‘often, even daily,’’ said Msgr. 
H.A. Larroque, diocesan vicar general. 

THE ALLEGED messages from Mary ‘“‘predict a 
national disaster and the only people spared will be those 
who pray her ‘Knotted Cord of Love Rosary,’ ’’ he said. 


Home Health Care’: 


8 — Southern Cross, April-26, 1984 
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The rosary is made of various colored strings with knots 
in it. According to Msgr. Larroque, the woman says 
people ‘‘will not receive protection unless they wear and 
use the ‘Knotted Cord of Love Rosary,’ ”’ he said. 


Bishop Frey’s statement said that ‘‘there are those who, 
accepting the authority of these revelations, make 
important life decisions which are disturbing in 
themselves and causing grave concern to their relatives 
and friends.’ 


MSGR. LARROQUE said that several elderly people 
“have taken their life savings to buy provisions and have 
boarded up their houses’’ to guard against the disaster 
and the famine which Mrs. Comeaux said will accompany 
it, 

The bishop said that when someone claims to have 
“‘received a ‘message’ from other than a human source, 


West’s Largest Religious Supply Store 


Mother’s Day 
e cards « gifts 
First Communion 
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3720 El Cajon Blvd. 
S cGoops 
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Think of it as WELLNESS INSURANCE for the FRAIL ELDERLY 


HOUSECLEANING © MEAL PREPARATION ¢ SHOPPING * COMPANIONSHIP ¢ SECURITY - 
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and maintains publicly that the source is either the Lord 
himself, or the Virgin Mary, or one of the saints, then 
that person must provide evidence of a supernatural 
origin of the message.”’ 


Because no such evidence was found, Bishop Frey said, 
“T call upon all Catholic people to withhold belief.’’ 


THE BISHOP also said he was concerned by evidence 
that the mission ‘‘receives donations in a substantial 
amount from people who have accepted the authenticity 
of these apparitions and messages.”’ 
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By Michael Gallagher 
NC News Service 


Hugh Wilson, the director of Police 
Academy, a gross movie that grossed 
nearly $20 million in its first 10 days, 
recently told a newspaper interviewer his 
secret of success. 


Wilson faithfully followed the rules 
enumerated in the piece — rules that give 
the answer to the question posed in the 
subheading: ‘‘How to lure teen-agers to 
the box office.’’ 


THESE GOLDEN precepts are as 
follows: 


“1) The kids must get even with or 
destroy an authority figure; 


‘‘2) There must be one outstandingly 
dirty comic sequence on a par with the 
peephole scene from Porky’s; 

‘*3) No window shades in the women’s 
shower room, please; 

““4) The’ director must. do_ his 
homework, boning up on Animal House, 
Stripes, Fast Times at Ridgemont High, 
and Porky’s, the genre’s acknowledged 
greats.”’ 


AND WHAT are the parents of teen- 
agers, the targets of such lures, to do? 


One thing I suggest you’d better not do 
is rely the least little bit on the efficacy of 
the “‘R ”’ classification to keep your 13- or 
14-year-old away from Police Academy 
and its clones. 


Just recently, I ‘was buying a ticket to 


see Swing Shift and there were two girls in ° 


front of me, certainly not older than 15, 
who had no trouble getting tickets to 
Police Academy. Thus, they used their 
parents’ money to fatten Wilson’s bank 
account and boost his reputation in the 
industry. 


IS IT unthinkable to simply say: ‘‘No, 
you can’t go to see Police Academy? 


It all depends. 


If the first earnest word your children 
hear from you on Christian values 
happens to be embodied in a prohibition, 
it’s not likely to be very effective. To put 
it another way, if your children want to 


Recent Film Classifications 

© Friday the 13th: The Final Chapter 
(Paramount): O, morally offensive; R, 
restricted, 

e Iceman (Universal): A-II, 
adolescents and adults; PG, parental 
guidance. 

¢ Swing Shift (Warners): 
adults; PG, parental guidance. 


A-III, 


see Police Academy, it’s an indication 
enough that you’ haven’t been 
communicating as well as you might be in 
this area. 


THERE :MUST be bonds of love and 
respect between parent and child. There 
must be an atmosphere in the home that 
fosters prayer and Christian values. 


If these things are there, then you’ve 
gone a long way toward heading off the 
kind of crisis precipitated when your 13- 
or 14-year-old lays on you the old ‘‘but all 
the other kids are seeing it’’ bit. 


On the other hand, if Daddy reads 
Playboy and Mommy is an ardent fan of 
steamy soap operas, and if neither ever 
speaks seriously about the concrete 
implications of the religious faith that the 
family supposedly professes, what can 
they expect from their children? 


IF ALL this sounds dreadfully pious, 
consider the admonitions that Robert N. 
Bellah delivered in the keynote address of 
a recent seminar sponsored by the U.S. 
Catholic’ Conference at The Catholic 
University of America. 


Bellah, professor of sociology and 
comparative studies at the University of 
California, Berkeley, told. his audience 
that a deep prayer life can counter the 
anti-family values of the media. He urged 
Catholics to go to Mass and to 
Communion. If a spiritual and 
sacramental life ‘“‘becomes part of the 
deepest structure’ of the lives of 
Christians, they will be better able to 
“withstand the pull to brokenness and 
discontinuity’’ that is the ‘‘central 
element of the mass media,’’ Bellah said. 

I suppose it takes a professor at 
Berkeley to urge such measures and get 
away with it. At any rate, I have been 
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CREDENTIALS EXCHANGED — Pope John Paul II receives diplomatic credentials 


_from William Wilson (top photo), the first U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See. In 


Washington meanwhile, Archbishop Pio Laghi presented his diplomatic credentials 
to President Ronald Reagan; the archbishop, who had been apostolic delegate to the 
United States since 1980, now has full diplomatic status with the title of pronuncio. 
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involved in this whole question for quite 
some time, and it seems to me that too 
often the prevailing tone is neo-Pelagian 
— an insistence that the best way to 
counter bad media is with good media, 
the product of our own ingenuity. 


YES, WE do need a Catholic presence 
in the media. But a Catholic presence in 
the media is not going to make Wilson 
and his ilk close up shop right away. It’s 
not going to make Dallas and Dynasty 
take an immediate nose dive in the 


ratings. 

And in the meantime, while we’re 
waiting for the good media to drive out 
the bad, people of good will, especially 
parents, need some sound advice on what 
to do. 


As Bellah, urging the development of 
“‘strong prayerful families,’’ put it so 
succinctly: ‘“There is much to be done, 
and we have to persuade our fellow 
citizens that there is a common cause.”’ 


Bishops will oppose the ERA without anti-abortion amendment 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops announced April 19 it will ‘‘have no 
alternative but to oppose’”’ the Equal Rights Amendment 
if a clause is not added excluding abortion and abortion 
funding from its scope. 


The NCCB said its Administrative Committee in 
March approved a resolution stating the new position on 
ERA ‘“‘because of the serious moral problems’’ that would 
be presented by an ERA without the inclusion of an. anti- 
abortion clause. ° 


THE NCCB also announced establishment of an ad 
hoc interdisciplinary committee to study implications of 
the ERA. The committee is chaired by Archbishop John 
L. May of St. Louis, NCCB vice president. 


Msgr. Daniel F. Hoye, NCCB general secretary, said 
the Administrative Committee at its March meeting had 
noted recent developments in Congress and the courts 
which he said raise questions about ERA’s implications 
not only for abortion but for private educational 
institutions, the tax-exempt status of charitable 
organizations, religious exemptions in federal’ grant 
statutes and government aid programs. 

“In general, it seems fair to say that the potential 
gravity of the amendment’s implications is the product 
not so much of its own terms as originally understood by 


sponsors and supporters, as it is of an ambiguous 
congressional record and the interaction among ERA, 
legislative enactments and other legal principles,’’ Msgr. 
Hoye said. 


THE AD hoc committee studying the implications of 
the ERA will present its findings and recommendations to 
the Administrative Committee in September, the NCCB 
said. 


Previously the bishops have taken no position on the 
ERA itself. Last | fall, without changing its basic 
neutrality, the bishops’ conference announced support for 
a proposed amendment to the ERA sponsored by Rep. F. 
James Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., which supporters say 
would make ERA ‘‘abortion neutral.’’ 


Major. supporters of the ERA, such as the National 
Organization for Women,.want Congress to resubmit the 
proposal to the states for ratification without amendment. 


THE NCGB. said that at the March Administrative 
Committee meeting a joint report on the issue was 
presented by the NCCB Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities, chaired by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of 
Chicago, and by Wilfred Caron, NCCB general counsel. 

The NCGB said the Administrative Committee also 
discussed a March 9 ruling in which the Commonwealth 
Court of Pennsylvania used that state’s ERA to strike 
down Pennsylvania’s prohibitions on public funding of 


abortions. Pro-life groups have argued that a federal ERA 
similarly could affect federal abortion restrictions. 


Msgr. Hoye said the Administrative Committee in its 
discussion reaffirmed the bishops’ commitment to 
women’s rights. 


““THE DISCUSSION made clear the committee’s 
concern that there be no doubt about the conference’s 
fundamental commitment to civil rights and the dignity of. 
the person, and its support of governmental and private 
efforts to promote fair treatment of all people and prevent 
all forms of wrongful discrimination between the sexes,”’ 
he said. 


The Administrative Committee is a panel of some 40 
bishops which conducts the business of the NCCB 
between annual general meetings. 


The proposed federal ERA states, “Equality of rights 
under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on account of sex.”’ 


OCEANSIDE — The Family Life Commission of St. 
Mary’s parish council invites all families to join them at 
the Straw Hat Pizza May 3 from 5-9 p.m. The restaurant 
is at I-5 and Oceanside Boulevard, and guests will be able 
to purchase all food at a 20 percent discount. Further 
information is available from Mrs. Dolores Skolimowska 
at 721-4415. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
April 29, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Frederick Florek 
Celebrant 


Electric Grandmother will be shown in north conference room, 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Auditorium, corner of 42nd and 
Orange Streets, April 27 at 7:30 p.m. 

Peace in Ireland is the intention of monthly Mass held April 
27 at 5:30 p.m. at St. Michael Church, 2615 Homedale, 
Paradise Hills. Fr. Stephen McCall will celebrate. 

Quest for Insight, a weekend experience in Christian 
community, will be held at Camp Oliver, 30 minutes east of El 
Cajon. The April 27-29 retreat costs $40 or $75 for married 
couples. A $20 deposit is required. Fr. William Gold is priest- 
leader. Info: 462-3814 or 941-5560 or write 7061 Russan Lane, 
Lemon Grove, Ca., 92045. 

Men’s Retreat at Hi Pass Camp will be held April 27-29 and 
led by Fr. Jerry Bevilacqua, OSA. More: 459-2977 or 454-0971. 

Healing in Relationships, a retreat run by Fr. Joe Scerbo, 
Hank Kankowski, M.D., and Pat Kankowski, R.N., is set for 
April 27-29 at San Luis Rey Mission, San Luis Rey. Double 
occupancy rooms only. Offering is $75. More: 582-3100. 

‘‘April Showers’’ is annual spring card party-hot luncheon of 
Heffernan Institute 76, Y.L.I., April 28 at noon. Cost is $3. 
Raffle and table prizes at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart’s 
Hannon Hall, 42nd and Orange. Profit goes to charity. 
Reservations: 239-3206. 

Toy sale at St. Gabriel Church, Poway, will benefit the 
Missions Office. The April 28 sale runs from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in 
the parish parking lot. 

“Come As You Were”? all alumni sock hop, for alumni of 
University, Saint Augustine, Marian, Our Lady of Peace, 
Cathedral and Rosary high schools. Alumni parents welcome. 
Casual dress: old uniform, lettermen sweaters and jackets are 
encouraged. The April 28 event at University of San Diego High 
School Gym, 5691 Linda Vista Road costs $3 singles, $5 
couples. Details: 298-8277. 

Singles Sunday, the fifth annual, is set for Saturday, April 28, 
7 p.m., Our Mother of Confidence Church, University City. 
Buffet dinner at 8, dancing until midnight. Tickets by mail $4 in 
March, $5 in April and $7 at door. Send check made out to 
C.A.C. Single Sunday, 11035 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San 
Diego, 92124 or call 560-6056. 

‘“*Touch for Health’’, phase I, will be taught by certified 
instructor Sr. Justine Withey, CSJO, April 28-29 at La 


Providencia House of Prayer. Cost is $40, book $17. More: . 


698-6775. 

Corporate Communion at St. Therese parish, 6016 Camino 
Rico, Del Cerro, begins with the 9 a.m. Mass April 29. 
Champagne brunch with steak or bacon and eggs follows — cost 
is $3.50 adults and $1.50 children under 12-years. Brunch at St. 
Therese Social Center. More: 469-9839 or 466-8093. 

Corporate Mass, followed by brunch at a nearby restaurant, 
will be attended by PATRONS, a support group for separated 
and divorced Catholics, April 29 at 10:30 a.m. at Our Lady of 
Grace Church, 2766 Navajo Road, El Cajon. 

Corporate Communion Breakfast, April 29 from 9-11 a.m. 
will be held by Cabrillo Council 2891, Knights of Columbus, 
4425 Home Avenue. Mass at 7:45 a.m. Cost is $3 adults, $2 
children under 12. Info: 465-7115. 

‘The Holocaust’? will be discussed by Deacon Lou Principe 
in a five-week series beginning April 30 and continuing on 
consecutive Mondays at 7 p.m. School library of Blessed 
Sacrament parish is the site. 

‘‘Stump the Expert’’ is a series of question-answer sessions 
with Fr. William Mooney, pastor, at Blessed Sacrament parish 
hall. One series is Mondays at 1 p.m. April 30 and May 7; 
another is Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., May 22 and 29. 


A DAILY PRAYER 
LORD JESUS, | INVITE YOU TO LIVE IN MY HEART MORE COMPLETELY. | GIVE TO 
YOU ALL OF MY PLANS, AND | ACCEPT YOUR PERFECT PLANS FOR MY LIFE. | WILL 


STRIVE TO YIELD TO YOUR WILL AND THE GUIDANCE OF YOUR HOLY SPIRIT, IN 
EVERY DETAIL OF MY LIFE. PLEASE CHANGE ME IN WHATEVER WAY NECESSARY, SO 
THAT | MAY KNOW YOU MORE PERSONALLY, LOVE YOU MORE DEEPLY, AND SERVE 
YOU IN EVERYTHING | DO. 


IN HILLCREST 


gill ft, JANNONE TRAVEL AGENCY 
> : 3636 Fifth Ave., San Diego 92103 
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5316 Kearny Mesa Rd. | 
San Diego, CA 92111 279-9700 


Evening of Adoration at St. Patrick Church, is set for April 
30 at 7:30 p.m. More: 284-2674. 

Mass with healing service, sponsored by San Luis Rey 
Prayer Community, begins May 1 at 7:30 p.m: at San Luis Rey 
Mission Church, Oceanside. Fr. Ralph Weishaar, main 
celebrant. 

‘‘Principles of Christian Living through Scripture,’ * taught 
by Pat Kankowski, which recessed for Easter, will resume May 


_ 2, 9:45-11:30 a.m. at St. Therese Social Center. Details: 


286-4652 or 286-0516. 

Bus tour of Tower of Beauty and San Sylmar with a stopover 
at San Fernando Mission, occurs May 2. Bus will leave St: John 
the Evangelist parking lot 7:30 a.m. and return at 6:30 p.m. 
Bring lunch. Cost is $18. Sponsored by St. John 
Archconfraternity. Reservations: 295-5482 or 295-0772. 

Women’s issues will be addressed May 3 from 7-8:30 p.m. 
by Dr. Watson from San Diego State University at Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart Church’s Hannon Hall, corner of 42nd and 
Orange streets. 

First Friday Mass will be attended by Catholic Singles Club, 
May 4 at 5:30 p.m. Details: 454-8184. 

Mass for peace in Ireland will be offered May 4 at 5:15 p.m. 
at Immaculate Conception Church, 2540 San Diego Avenue, 
Old Town. Msgr. Patrick Kearney will celebrate. Fish fry 
immediately following costs $3.50. Reservations: 295-4148. 

‘“‘Younger than Springtime’’ is annual luncheon and fashion 
show of Court Our Lady of Grace 1628, C.D.A., May 5 at 
11:30 a.m. at Holy Trinity parish hall, 405 Ballard St., El 
Cajon. Fashions by Kay Hendricks. Cost $6. Reservations, due 
May 2: 579-7265 or 444-6856. 

First Saturday Mass in honor of Our Lady of Fatima, will be 
celebrated May 5 at 7:45 a.m. at Church of St. Mary 
Magdalene. Rosary and Fatima prayers follow the Mass. 

Healing of Memories, featuring guest speaker Fr. John 
Hampsch, is set for May 5 at St. James Church parish hall, 625 


S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach. The 9 a.m.-7:30 p.m. event does 


not include a Mass. Free, but an offering will be taken. 
Registration is advised at the Diocesan Charismatic Renewal 
Center, 7654 Herschel Ave., La Jolla, or 459-3255. 

Art show and auction held annually by St. Michael Church, 
Poway, is set for May 5 at the social hall, 15546 Pomerado 
Road, Poway. Preview 7-8 p.m., auction at 8:30. Tickets, at 
door, are $3. Robert Sills Gallery arranged the exhibition. 
About 20 percent of proceeds go to St. Michael’s P.T.G. 

Silver Anniversary of the Immaculata will be celebrated 
May 5 at 5:15 p.m Mass. Bishop Chavez will concelebrate. 
Dinner dance will follow at All Hallows parish center. Former 
parishioners-are invited. Donation is $20. More: 293-3358. 

“Climbing the Mountain of the Lord,’ a spiritual 


‘enrichment program designed as a follow-up = ‘‘Romans 8,”’ 


but not limited to those who took ‘‘Romans 8,”’ will be held 
May 5-6 at La Providencia House of Prayer. Feeii is $15 with $5 
registration fee due April 28. Moré: 698-6775. 


International Rosary March will be observed May 6 with a 


Mass at the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, 11:30 a.m. to 
honor the motherhood of Mary. Legion of Mary and Blue Army 
of Our Lady of Fatima have requested the Mass. Rosary and 
Fatima prayers will follow the Mass. More: 279-6977 or 
276-3693. 

Bishop Jaroslav Skarvada of Rome will concelebrate 
Czechoslovakian Mass planned for May 6 at 3 p.m. at 
Benedictine Chapel, 3888 Paducah Drive. The bishop will give a 
short talk and question-answer period. Details: 295-1718. 


Items for Around the Diocese must be received in writing 
by noon the Friday before publication on Thursday of the 
following week. We can not accept items over the telephone. 
Mail to: Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 
81869, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 
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Need a ROOFER? 


Call J.P. WITHEROW 
297-4701 


Serving San Diego 43 years 


[ATTORNEY AT LAW 
PERSONAL INJURY. -— NO RECOVER 


NO FEE 
* Automobile Accidents 
© Sup & Fait 
-* Wrongtul Death 
CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
"__* Misdemeanors 
"© Felonies 
* Drinking — Driving 
Law Offices of 
. WILLIAM R. O'CONNELL 
Security Pacific Plaza 
1200 Third Ave., Suite 1200 
‘San Diego, Calif. 92101 


(619) 238-1498 


MEMBER §.0. TRIAL LAWYERS, CALIFORNIA TRIAL 
_AMERIGAN TRIAL LAWYERS, 5.0. COUNTY BAR ABA. we 
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Record-breaking crowds... 


Continued from page 6 


had carved the figure ‘‘1984’’ and the Greek letters alpha 
and omega, symbolizing Christ as the beginning and end 
of all things. As the pope carried the five-foot white candle 
to the elevated altar in front of the entrance to the basilica, 
smaller candles held by each of the worshippers were lit, 
bathing the square in a glow of yellow. 


Later, as the Gloria of the Mass was sung, the huge 
bells of the basilica pealed in recognition of Christianity’s 
greatest and most basic truth: Christ is risen. 


During the Mass, the pope baptized 29 people from 11 
countriés, including several adult conyerts from South 
Korea, a country the pope is scheduled to visit May 3-7. 


IN A brief homily, the pontiff expressed the Christian 
message of hope. ‘‘Jesus Christ lives,’ he said, ‘‘and we 
live in Christ.”’ 


The papal ceremonies for the Sacred Triduum, as the 
final days of Holy Week are called, began at St. Peter’s 
Basilica on Holy Thursday morning, April 19, with a 
Chrism Mass at which the pope blessed oils to be used by 
Rome’s priests for sacraments. At the Mass, the nearly 
2,000 priests, 50 bishops and archbishops and 17 
cardinals present renewed their ordination promises to 
carry out the work of Christ in fidelity and service. 


Later on Holy Thursday, the pope went to the Basilica 


-of St. John Lateran — the cathedral church of the Rome 


diocese which the pope heads as bishop — and celebrated 
a. Mass commemorating Christ’s institution of the 
Eucharist at the Last Supper. 


DURING THE Mass, the pope knelt as he washed and 
kissed the feet of 12 young men representing parishes of 
Rome, in a ceremony reminiscent of Christ’s washing the 


feet of his apostles to symbolize humble service the night 
before he died. 


On Good Friday, April 20, the pope continued a 
custom he began in 1980 by hearing confessions in St. 
Peter’s Basilica. 


Wearing the black cloak customarily used by Rome 
priests, the pope stepped into the confessional at 11 a.m. 
in front of a crowd of nearly 1,000 people who lined up in 
the early morning hours in hopes of seeing him. ~ 

REMAINING IN the confessional for an hour and 45 
minutes, the pope heard 16 confessions, an average of 
nearly seven minutes for each person. 


Late Good Friday afternoon, the pope returned to St. 
Peter’s for ceremonies marking the death of Christ. 


"Following the chanting of the passion by three 


seminarians and the Sistine Choir, the Pope removed his 
red capé and, Vested in a white ’alb, walked in stocking 


feet to the basilica’s main altar, where he knelt and kissed 


a crucifix he had unveiled moments before. 


From there, the pope was driven to the first-century 
Roman Coliseum, where he led 40,000 people in the 
Stations of the Cross. Many held votive candles enlaced 
with red glass. The pope, carrying a six-foot wooden 
cross, said the first five stations within the Coliseum, a 
place where early Christians were thrown to lions when 
pont would not renounce their faith. 
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PLUMBING CONTRACTOR 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing 
| Clem G. Berrill 
(| 3371 Adams Ave. 


San Diego 282-8172 —_ | 


COME...EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE 
AND COMMUNITY PRAYERI!! 


Join Us In.... 


..+-Prayer a = ....Worship in song 
--Proise ane a +++. Teachings 
. Thanksgiving s 3 .. Fellowship 
7:30 to 9:30 P.M. 


Inspired Music By 
Pauline Wright & Co. 


The study of Romans presented at St. Agnes Parish Hall by our 


‘}- Associate Pastor REV. RICHARD J. CEFALU: 


Romans: ‘The Essence of Christianity’’ 
Condemnation — the Gospel Needed 
May 2nd — We cannot save ourselves. 
Salvation — the Gospel Message 
May 9th — We are made right with God through the cross of Jesus 
Christ. 
May 13th — What is holiness? 
May 23rd — We are predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus 
Christ. 
‘May 30th, — The world chooses its own way. 
June 6th — Jesus Christ restores his body by healing its members 
(Healing Service). 
Transformation — by Salvation 
June 13th — We are called to a life of simplicity & humility. 
June 20th — God requires from us obedience to His Word at ALL costs. 


BRING YOUR BIBLE! 

* June 23rd — Saturday: Retreat Day 
(Details to be announced) 

For more information call: 698-3870 


““All men are now undeservedly justified by the gift of God, through the 
redemption in Christ Jesus.’’ Romans 3:24 


RENEW y el Ill Encuentro 


Por el P. Rubén Fuentes 


E] 29 de noviembre de 1983, Bob Fuller 
e Ilia Herrera del Renew Service Team, 
se reunieron en_ Washington D.C., con 
Pablo Sedillo, Director de la Oficina de 
USCC Hispanic Affairs, para discutir 
si existia alguna relacidn - entre 
Renew y el III Encuentro. La conclusidén 
inmediata a la que se llegd fue que existe 
complementariedad y no oposicidén entre 
uno y otro. ¢Por qué? No se coment6 en 
la noticia publicada, como tampoco se 
senalaron los puntos en los cuales existia 
esta complementariedad. Solamente se 
habl6 del deseo expresado por Pablo 
Sedillo de continuar este didlogo con los 
representantes de Renew para encontrar 
y discutir tales puntos. 


Ahora bien, aunque todavia no se haya 
hablado nada sobre esta relacién, es mi 
intencidn el sefialar brevemente aqui los 
puntos en los que, a mi parecer, existe 
esta complementariedad entre Renew y el 
III Encuentro. Estos puntos de 
complementariedad estan en el Origen, 
en la Base y en el Objetivo que persiguen 
uno y otro. 


1. EN EL ORIGEN. Tanto Renew 
como el III Encuentro nacen bajo la tutela 
del Episcopado de esta Nacidn 
americana. Sin embargo, la manera 
como se origina uno y otro de este 
Episcopado catdlico es diversa. Renew 


nace por ‘“‘programacién’’; el III 
Encuentro por ‘‘convocacién.’’ En 
efecto, Renew es un Programa de 


renovaciOn espiritual que viene de 
‘arriba’: en concreto, nace del celo de 
un Obispo que manda ser practicado por 
los fieles de su Didcesis. Esta iniciativa 
particular fue aceptada y 
aunque no oficialmente, por el 
Episcopado Americano y se ha ido 


extendiendo casi por toda la Nacidn. Se 
trata, como se ve, de algo que la 
Autoridad eclesidstica considera como util 


apoyada, 


acciones creativas en su proceso de 
preparaciOn (organizacién, planes de 
trabajo, objetivo), las toma la Base. 
i Donde esta, entonces, la 
complementariedad de uno y otro? Esta 
en que, como es el caso del programa 
Renew, si aqui la Base acepta promueva y 
sigue un camino de renovacion espiritual 
tal como lo establece el Episcopado, de la 
misma manera el Episcopado debe 
ponerse, a ejemplo de los Apéstoles (Hech 
8, 14), al servicio de este Pueblo hispano, 
apoyando y promoviendo todas sus 
iniciativa, es este caso para el \III 
Encuentro. Si en el primer caso, con 
Renew, se pone de relieve la obediencia 
pronta del pueblo cristiano, en el segundo 
caso, con el III Encuentro, se subraya el 
espiritu de servicio de la Autoridad 
eclesidstica. Estos dos aspectos, dentro del 
Pueblo de Dios, son por igual valederos, 
necesarios y complementarios. 


2. EN LA BASE. Renew busca en la 
base un cambio de tipo individual. Se 
trate de.un Programa _ intimista, 
espiritual, que lleva a los cristianos, 
aunque reunidos en grupo, a pensar y 
cuestionarse a si mismos en forma 
exclusiva y personal. El ‘‘yo’’, aunque no 
de una manera egoista, es el que quiere 
ponerse en primer lugar al alcance de la 
accion de la gracia de Dios para lograr el 
“hombre nuevo”’ (Efes 2, 16). El III 
Encuentro, busca, en la Base, un cambio 
comunitario, social._El proceso de cambio 
que produce en la Base lo lleva a no 
detenerse en el ‘‘yo’’ ni ver las cosas por 
hacer, a partir de ‘‘mi’’...sino mas bien, 
buscando el bien concreto del Pueblo 
hispano. Podria muy bien meditar yo 
sobre la pobreza de Jestis y sentirme 
pobre, pero esto me valdria poco si, a 
ejemplo de Jestis, no enriquezco a los 
demas con mi pobreza (2 Cor 8,9), es 
decir, si no pongo al servicio de los mas 
pobres que yo, lo poco o lo mucho que 


hombre. Esto quiere decir, que si es cierto 
que todo hispano catdélico puede 
participar en.Renew, también es cierto 
que todo el que participara en Renew 
debe comprometerse igualmente en el 
proceso del III Encuentro. 


3. EN EL OBJETIVO. Como se 


anot6 anteriormente, Renew persigue la 


. renovacidn personal del cristiano. A esto 


lo lleva el programa ya hecho en todos sus 
detalles: los temas espirituales dados para 
su meditacién, los textos biblicos citados 
para su _ reflexidn... El objetivo es, 
entonces, renovar la Iglesia a través de mi 
renovacion personal. El objetivo del III 
Encuentro es mas amplio e integral: mira 


a crear un Plan Pastoral Nacional. Es 
decir un Proyecto director de todas las 
actividades pastorales del y en favor de 
este Pueblo hispano en todos los planos. 
Estos dos objetivos de renew y del III 
Encuentro son también complementarios 
ya que responden a dos actitudes que 
toma el cristiano con respecto a Jesus: 
Renew responde a la actitud de escucha 
de la palabra de Dios, a ejemplo de 
Maria, la hermana de Marta (Lc. 10, 39); 
el III Encuentro se coloca, mas bien, en el 
plano del seguimiento, de la imitacién de 
la prdctica de Jesus: ‘‘El Espiritu del 
Sefior...me envid a traer la Buena 
Nueva...’’ (Le 4, 18). 


Resumen de Noticias 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Las 
Publicaciones Paulinas han parado la 
circulacién de su catecismo popular Cristo 
entre Nosotros, a pedido de la 
Congregacién Doctrinal del Vaticano, 
anunci6 el 16 de abril la compaiia 
editora. 


Se tom6 esta determinacion, dijeron los 
editores, por que la Congregacidn 


vaticana encontré al libro ‘‘no apropiado ~ 


como un texto catequético.”’ 


La declaracién de las Publicaciones 
Paulinas dijo que el libro no sera revisado 
y reimpreso porque la Congregacidn 
Doctrinal ha determinado de que incluso 
con ‘‘corecciones sustanciales’’ aun no 
seria apropiado.”’ 

E] libro, publicado por primera vez en 
1967 y revisado tres véces desde entonces, 
ultima en 1981, ha sido usado 
ampliamente en clases para personas que 
preguntaban sobre la fe y la practica 
catdlicas. 

En su declaracidén los Paulinos dijeron 
que el Cardenal Joseph Ratzinger, 
Prefecto de la Congregacién para la 


sobre reforma de inmigracién.’’ Necesita 
su. mejoramiento en algunas 4dreas 
criticas. 


Sus comentarios fueron hechos en una 
declaracién enviada al Comité de 
Reglamentos, donde el proyecto de ley, 
Reforma de Inmigracién H.R. 1510, esta 
pendiente. Este comité tiene un rol 
importante en la reglamentacidn para el 
debate pleno en la Cémara, incluyendo el 
numero y el tipo de enmiendas. que se 
pueden proponer en el debate para 
cualquier tipo de proyecto de ley. 


CORONA (NC) — La didcesis de San 
Bernardino esta investigando los informes 
sobre la aparicién de sangre en una 
Eucaristia consagrada por un sacerdote 
recientemente ordenado y en los pajios 
que uso para limpiarse las manos y la 
frente durante la misa. 


La didcesis formé un grupo de 
tedlogos, doctores y psicdlogos para 
investigar los informes del padre Jestis 
Dominguez, quien dijo que los hechos 
sucedieron en las misas de los tres 
Primeros Viernes de Cuaresma, los dias 
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Presenta 
VOCES DE PEREGRINOS 


8:45 a.m. DOMINGO 
8:45 p.m. VIERNES 
7:15 a.m. SABADO 


de remediar los defectos en la propuesta 
ley de inmigracién por medio -de 
enmiendas en la discusidn plena, pidid 
Mons. Daniel F. Hoye, Secretario 
General de la Conferencia Catdlica de los 
Estados Unidos, el 12 de abril. 


El] acuerdo de paz, que intenta poner 
fin a la insurgencia colombiana de ya 20 
afios, fue firmada en marzo por dirigentes 
de la guerrilla y miembros de la Comisién 
de Paz del gobierno, que esta intentando 
terminar con la lucha entre los rebeldes y 


970 KVIM 
1490 KICO 
910 KMJC 


Valle Imperial/Coachella 
Calexico/Mexicali 
San Diego/Tijuana 
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Mons. Hoye dijo que el proyecto de ley 
propuesto contiene “‘excelentes puntos 


el ejército. 


Cost: $1.25 per 33-character line, $5.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is 10 a.m. Friday. 


LYONS carpet & upholstery cleaning. 
Churches, schools and residential. 
Licensed & insured. Call 422-8702 for 
free estimate. 

4/26,5/3,10,17,24 


Remember MIKE SCHAEFER, former 
prosecuting attorney and city 
councilman; candidate for CITY 
ATTORNEY on June 5th (City of S.D.) 

4/12,19,26,5/3,10,17,24,31 


TREES trimmed, topped, removed, 
stump removal. Insured. 
464-1872. TF 


ALL SINGLE CATHOLICS are invited to 
- the fifth annual ‘‘Singles Sunday 
Celebration’’ to take place Sat. April 
28, at Our Mother of Confidence 
Church in University City. 7 p.m. 
Mass followed by buffet dinner and 
dancing until midnight. $7 at the 
door. More info: 560-6056. 4/26 


Companion: live-in for elderly Italian 
lady. Light housework, cooking in 
exchange for room & board. Prefer 
Italian speaking if possible with car. 
Small salary. 224-5449 after 
4:30. 4/19,26 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 
TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


Quality Painting, Exterior & Interior. 
Paperhanging, cabinet _ refinishing, 
sheetrock, carpentry repairs. 
References. Very neat and fast. For 
free estimate call: ERICK — 
299-7681. 4 TF 


GOVERNMENT JOBS 
$16,559-$50,553/ year. Now Hiring. 
Your area. Call 1-805-687-6000 Ext. 
R-1392. 

4/12,19,26,5/3,10 


Wanted: Small house or duplex in 
Vista area. Responsible Catholic 
woman can pay $325-$350. Beverly 
758-2679. 4/19,26 


WE CLEAN carpets, upholstery, walls, 

concrete driveways. Sell and install 

window film. Call collect 748-7856. 
4/19,26,5/3,10 


Thank you St. Jude for answering my 
prayers. J.Q. 4/26,5/3,10,17 


Single mature female would like to 
rent 1-bedroom or share. Can pay up 
to $250 per month. Call 284-8175. 
Keep trying. 4/26,5/3 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., National City, 
267-2577. TF 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 


_ days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting.. Low 
prices. No job too small, Day or 
night—7 days. 222-1904. Cali 
Robert. TF 


HARDY’S TREE SERVICE 
Economy tree work, hauling, 
ornamental tree pruning, palms, 


“-ukes. Fully licensed and insured. 15 


yrs. exp. 


Free estimates. 
278-2963. ' 


TF 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 


ABC PIANO, 2903 El Cajon Bivd., San - 
TF 


Diego, 281-3717. 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 
received. | shall continue to pray. 
M.A.C. 4/19,26 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also fine 
selection of wall coverings and 
draperies. References. Call Myles, 
569-1527. TF 


SHOP AND SAVE: St. Vincent de Paul 
Antique Shop, 4574 Park Blvd. 
294-4917, TF 


Dental Assistant. Part-time. Top 
wages & benefits. Prefer mature 
experienced RDA. Send hand-written 
resume: P.O. Box 20810, El Cajon, 
92021. 

4/5,12,19,26,5/3 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 
received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. D.M.F. 4/5,12,19,26 


With color analysis, personality 
expression & wardrobing, you hove 
your winning image. Rita, 582-8053; 
Catherine, 443-7784. 
4/19,26,5/3,10 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 7083 


The name of the business: 
NICE RV RENTALS 
13393 Samantha Ave., _ 
San Diego, CA 921.29 
is hereby registered by the following owner: 
Nice RV Rentals 
13393 Samantha Ave., 
San Diego, CA 92129 
This business is conducted by a corporation. 
/s/Harold C. Schleicher, Pres. 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk 
of San Diego County on Apr. 19, 1984. Statement 
expires Dec. 31, 1989. 4126,5/3,10,17 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 6287 


The following person is doing business as: 
The University of San Diego 
Crew Alumni Association 
Located at: 
5419 Lauretta St. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
Is hereby registered by the following owner: 
Matthew J. Stehly 
12450 Santa Catalina Rd. 
Vallewy Center, CA 92082 
This business is conducted by an association. 
/s/Matthew J. Stehly 
President 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
San Diego County on Mar. 29, 1984. Statement 
expires Dec, 31, 1989 4/12,19,26,5/3 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 7559 


The name of the business: 
ITALIAN KITCHEN PRODUCTS 
1333 Camino del Rio South, Ste. 316, 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Is hereby registered by the following owners: 
Lisetta, Inc. 
Lisa Investment Co. 
John Close Inc. 


This business is conducted by a general 
partnership. 

/s/Lisa Investment Co. 

By Marvin L. Jacobs, Pres. 

This statement was filed with the County Clerk 

of San Diego County on Apr. 17, 1984. Statement 

expires Dec. 31, 1989. 4/26,5/3,10,17 
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‘ Sandovals, 


Continued from page 1 


Father Mullarkey. ‘‘It’s slanderous and 
libelous to talk about the Catholic Church 
that way.’’ 


SEVERAL MONTHS ago, noted 
Father Mullarkey, anti-Catholic 
literature taken from the Chick comics 
was placed on parishioners’ cars during 
the Sunday Masses by a few young men. 


‘They were very brazen and defiant,”’ 
remembers Father Mullarkey. ‘‘I 
threatened to call the police and they took 
off.”’ 


At about the same time, said Father 
Mullarkey, a parishioner complained 
about the sale of Chick comics at the 
nearby 7-Eleven. The priest placed a call 
to Southland (the 7-Eleven parent 
company) regional - headquarters in La 
Mesa. 


‘*I GOT the impression that the parent 
company could do something about it. 
They were very receptive to my call and 
seemed concerned,”’ he said; but the 
who own one /7-Eleven 
franchise in Imperial Beach and another 
in San Ysidro, still continued to sell the 
books. 


“*T hate to see something like this. It 
creates a bad feeling between Christians. 
But what can you do?’’ asked Father 
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Mullarkey. 
An April 4 call by Southern Cross to 


. Southland’s corporate headquarters in 


6“ 


Dallas, Texas, got a ‘‘we’re opposed to 
that’’ from president Jere Thompson. 


“BUT. ALL franchises are individual 
operators,’’ he added, ‘‘and there’s little 
we can do to get the books out of the 
store.’’ He promised to see if anything 
could be done. 


Calls by Southern Cross that same day 
to Southland offices in La Mesa met with 
no success. Regional vice president Don 
Burnside was out of town until April 9, 
said his secretary. She suggested speaking 
with San Diego division manager Marvin 
Smith, who was in town, she said. A few 
minutes and another phone call later, 
Smith’s secretary said that he, too, was 
out of town and wouldn’t be back until 
April 9. 

But Southland’s San Diego zone 
manager Gary Anderson contacted 
Southern Cross later the same day and 
said that, after talking with the 
Sandovals, the Chick comics would be 
removed from the store. 


“OUR POLICY is not to carry that 
kind of literature,’’ said Anderson. ‘‘I 
share your concern, and I find it difficult 
to understand why people indulge in that 


RRRERE RERERS OME RRS RAR: 


Anti-Catholic comic books sold in Imperial Beach 


ae 
Photo by Deacon James Steinberg 


ON THE SHELF — The full line of Chick comic books is prominently displayed in the 
neighborhood 7-Eleven store at 13th and Coronado Avenue, Imperial Beach. 


kind of thing.”’ 


Southland’s district manager talked 
with Mrs. Sandoval, he said, and ‘‘she 
indicated that she thought she’s doing 
God’s work; her religion is comfortable 
with slandering the Catholic Church, but 


Happy to be Catholic: Pat and Bob Nichols 


Continued from page 3 

liked the idea of helping people and being 
able to do it in her own home. “‘I always 
wanted to help people but I didn’t know 
how,’” she said. i 

TWICE A year Bob and Pat run six- 
week Evenings for the Engaged. They try: 
to share their feelings about marriage 
with the engaged couples. 

“Tt can’t get on a soapbox, that just 
isn’t me,’ Bob said. Instead, he talks 
about his feelings. ‘‘I find it kind of hard. 
I’m getting better at it,’’ he added. 


‘‘Overall our goal as a married couple 


”? 


to ‘‘ruffle feathers’’ either. ‘‘I take God 
very seriously’? and he believes that 
“God institutes marriage and it’s a 
sacrament.”’ 


ONE OF Pat’s favorite aspects of 
Catholicism is serving as a Eucharistic 
minister and taking Communion to shut- 
ns.‘‘I find it rewarding in bringing the 
outside world into the home.’’ 

She also loves the Mass. ‘‘Mass and 
Communion start out my week in the 
right way,’’ she said. 

Bob seconds that emotion. ‘‘I 
absolutely love being at Mass. I feel 
relaxed and close to God.”’ 


years before he met Pat, he was ‘‘doing 
my own thing’’ and the Church ‘‘didn’t 
really matter to me.”’ 


As a couple, the Nichols came to 
greatly value prayer by witnessing its 
power. When they announced their 
engagement, Pat’s father refused to give 
her away because he was a non-practicing 
Catholic who did not want to set foot in a 
church. 


“WE SAID prayers. We never 
hounded him,’’ Pat said. One day, 
seemingly out of the blue, Pat’s father 
asked when he was supposed to be fitted 


she has agreed to discontinue the Chick 
comics.”’ 


“‘T apologize,’’ he added. “‘If I were 
Catholic I’d be offended.”’ 


HOWEVER, THE books were still 
prominently displayed for sale at the 
Sandoval’s 7-Eleven here April 18, 12 
days after Southland told Southern Cross 
they would be removed. Last week a 
Southern Cross staff member was able to 
purchase the entire set of anti-Catholic 
tracts, in spite of Southland’s assurances 
that the Sandovals had agreed to 
discontinue their sale. 


NEW YORK. — © Malcolm 
Muggeridge, former editor of Punch 
magazine and one of Britain’s leading 
television personalities, was received into 
the Church late last year. Almost 
immediately, he agreed to once a month 


co-host a new syndicated radio program, 
Where Catholics Meet, which airs every 
week in nine major U.S. cities. In San 
Diego, it is broadcast Sundays at 9 a.m. 
on KOWN, 1450 Khz, Escondido, on the 


is to give these couples some insights into 
marriage,’’ Bob said. He won’t hesitate 


IT WAS not always that way. For 


for his tuxedo for the wedding. 


AM dial. 


Father Bruce Ritter 


The dull highway miles 
were unwinding monot- 
onously at exactly 61 miles 
per hour. The song pouring 
out of the speakers and fill- 
ing the car—l had the 
volume way up—was a 
hauntingly beautiful ballad by Carole King: “You're so far 
away...” It's a great song. 


I've been on the road a lot these days. Spring is a very 
busy time for talks, and we're also busy setting up crisis 
centers for kids in other cities. 


| get pretty tired sometimes. Like last Friday, driving at6 
a.m. to give.a bunch of talks at four high schools and two 
colleges anc ich at all the masses that weekend. | was 
“vegging out, as the kids say, (i.e., assuming the relaxed, 
unconscious, vegetable-like state of a turnip) no thought 
or feeling, letting the music from the car radio wash over 
me. | was really getting into the song: “Doesn't anybody 
stay in one place anymore...” The next verse snapped me 
out of my reverie: ‘I sure hope the road don't come to own 

e...” Vivid memories of aconversation|! had with a bunch 
of my kids just before | left jarred me awake. 


We had opened our beautiful new crisis center for kids in 
Houston June of last year, and! was visiting there acouple 
of weeks ago—our center was jammed. naturally. with 
over 70 kids—making sure that things were going well and 
checking out new staff. It was about midnight and | was 
sitting in our main lounge talking with a half dozen really 
great kids ranging anywhere from 16 to 19. It was a very 
quiet, low-keyed conversation (the other kids had goneup 
to bed). What happened was very moving. Each kid talked 
directly to me, each in turn shutting out everybody else in 
the group. Nobody interrupted or commented on anything 
somebody else said. We just listened—I mean, really 
listened—to each other. 


Lance was the last kid to talk. A tall, quiet. good-looking 
boy. He spoke with the confident self-assurance of an 


Father Bruce Ritter, OFM Conv., is the founder and President of 
Covenant House, which operates crisis centers tor homeless and 
runaway boys and girls all over the country. 
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eighteen-year-old that knew his own name. | like to move 
around a lot, Bruce. he said. You're a traveller? | said, a 
wanderer? Yeah, Bruce, he said. A seeker, maybe? | said. 
Lance nodded a bit uncertainly, his face suddenly wary 
and closing... You're a drifter, | said it quietly, kindly, with 
a question at the end of my voice. The other kids got real 
quiet and our conversation ended pretty soon after that. 
One by one each kid said some final, terminating thing 
before they said good night and went upstairs to bed. | 
shook hands with each kid—! wanted to touch them. 


‘l sure hope the road don't come to own me...” 


Lance stayed around. We sat there looking at each 
other. | ain't no drifter, Bruce, he said. His lips twisted and 
again that look of uncertainty, and a brief touch of panic 
crossed his face. I'm just... his voice trailed off. It's better 
to settle down, | said. It's better to stay around. | said. It's 
Hah to find what you're looking for—at least once ina 
while. 


Jesus, too. was a wanderer, a Seeker. with no place to 
lay His head—like my kids. | hope they meet each other 
sometime. someplace on that road my kids call home. 
Jesus own journey to the Father ended abruptly on aroad 
on a hill overlooking Jerusalem: He ended His life as He 
began it—homeless, on the run. pursued by His enemies, 
no stranger to abandonment and loneliness. stripped and 
indignified. and finally. killed. | don't think the Lord has 
any trouble loving street kids, they've suffered so many of 
the same things—together. 


Lance doesn't see it that way yet. He doesn't know that 
yet. His Easter hasn't happened yet. He's still in the middle 
of his own crucifixion, and he’s afraid of dying, and his 
faith isn't strong enough to cry out to the Father... Lance, 
too. got up, and stood for a moment indecisively, as if he 
wanted to say something else, something final, something 
that would sum up things, or maybe he couldn't shake the 
vision of what lay down that road (like Jesus couldn't, and 
was afraid). 


| sure hope the road don't come to own me, Bruce, he 


WANDERERS AND SEEKERS 


said. Pray for me, | said. Sure, he said. Lance reached out 
and touched my arm. Good night, he said. Pray for me, too. 


Back in the car, on that highway. | thought of Cance. The 


car purred along almost on automatic pilot at exactly 61 
miles per hour. | passed a state trooper parked behind a 
clump of trees with his radar gun aimed squarely at me. | 
wasn't going fast enough for him to stop me, but | still 
slowed it down a bit. 


| thought of the next six days and fourteen talks. | sure 


hope the road don't come to own me. | said back to the 
music. 


Thanks for helping me take care of all these—our—kids. 


Most of them are really great kids. 


Pray for me, please. and them. We never forget you. | 


hope most especially that you experience the hope and 
comfort and joy of Easter. 


Here's my contribution to help our kids survive their 
Sat aes and celebrate their Easters. My gift is 
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COVENANT HOUSE 
Father Bruce Ritter 
P.O. Box 2121 

Times Square Station 
New York, NY 10108 
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